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Our Daily Bread -- True Greatness 

READ: Mark 10:35-45 

Whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. 

—Mark 10:43 

Some people feel like a small pebble lost in the immensity of a canyon. But no ma�er 

how insignificant we judge ourselves to be, we can be greatly used by God. 

In a sermon early in 1968, Mar7n Luther King Jr. quoted Jesus’ words from Mark 10 

about servanthood. Then he said, “Everybody can be great, because everybody 

can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to 

make your subject and your verb agree to serve. You don’t have to know about 

Plato and Aristotle to serve. . . . You only need a heart full of grace, a soul gener-

ated by love.” 

When Jesus’ disciples quarreled about who would get the places of honor in heaven, 

He told them: “Whoever desires to become great among you shall be your serv-

ant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son 

of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 

many” (Mark 10:43-45). 

I wonder about us. Is that our understanding of greatness? Are we gladly serving, 

doing tasks that may be unno7ced? Is the purpose of our serving to please our 

Lord rather than to gain applause? If we are willing to be a servant, our lives will 

point to the One who is truly great. —Vernon Grounds 

No service in itself is small, 

None great, though earth it fill; 

But that is small that seeks its own, 

And great that does God’s will. —Anon. 

Li�le things done in Christ’s name are great things.  

“Sixteen of the thirty-eight parables of Jesus deal with money. One out of ten verses 

in the New Testament deals with that subject. Scripture offers about five hun-

dred verses on prayer, fewer than five hundred on faith, and over two thousand 

on money. The believer's aMtude toward money and possessions is determina-

7ve.”       ― John F. MacArthur Jr. 

“Money is not the only commodity that is fun to give. We can give 7me, we can give 

our  exper7se, we can give our love or simply give a smile. What does that cost? 

The point is, none of us can ever run out of something worthwhile to give.”  

― Steve Goodier 

“What you fear most will determine whether you merely save for the future or 

give or the future.” ― Andy Stanley, Fields Of Gold  

Abiding Hope Lutheran Church  
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Spiritual Calisthenics 

February 2023 

Cont. on pg. 3 

Have you checked your spiritual health lately? 

Does an honest assessment of your daily rou-

7nes find you in need of repentance and 

redirec7on?  Are your prayer life and Scrip-

tural study habits leaning towards the lazy side?  How about your me-first quo-

7ent? Are you spending more 7me looking towards your own needs, than looking 

towards the needs of your neighbors? 

If you answered yes to any of these ques7ons, the season of Lent (which starts Febru-

ary 22) is a great 7me to reconsider your spiritual health quo7ent. 

For many faith tradi7ons, Lent is an invita7on to step away from whatever separates 

us from the love of God.  The inten7onal exercise of the Lenten Disciplines 

(repentance, fas7ng, prayer and works of love) is an ancient tradi7on meant to 

redirect us from ma�ers of the world to ma�ers of our faith.  

In my own experience, I oSen begin the Lenten season with the best of inten7ons. I set 

aside hours for prayer, Bible study, and make regular dona7ons to the needy.  

I may be successful for a week or two. Then, WHAM!!!! I come face to face with my 

sinfulness.  My rou7nes get sloppy, and before you know it, I’ve returned to my 

old ways. 

My tendency towards slothfulness, is exactly why I find the following sugges7ons for 

organizing Lenten disciplines helpful. 

1. Have a plan – The fastest way to ruin Lent is to have good inten7ons but no plan. Be 

specific. “I’m going to pray more,” isn’t good enough.  Select a down-to-earth de-

vo7onal and prayer rou7ne, then structure your medita7on for a specific 7me 

each day.   

2. Take an honest inventory of your spiritual health – What are your faults and dis-

trac7ons? Is your faith life growing?  If not, what’s interfering with your spiritual 

health?  Self-honesty is the first step in restoring a right rela7onship with God. 

3. Repent – ASer examining your spiritual health, the logical next step is to confess, 

repent, and turn away from your sins.  Lent offers an excellent opportunity for 

cleansing yourself from any behaviors that interfere with your rela7onship with 

God. 

4. Pray – Let’s face it, we can all pray more, and Lent is a great 7me to explore new 

prayers that might speak to your heart with joy and eloquence.   

5. Fast – Lent is a great 7me to consider fas7ng from things related to your sins. Are 

you addicted to Twi�er or Facebook? Fast from them. Maybe you’re addicted to 

cri7cizing others; make a special effort to fast from nega7ve speech. The point is, 

while fas7ng from certain foods is helpful, there are more important things to 

your spiritual well-being than limi7ng your chocolate and chips intake.  



F�� u" # 
B�r�hd"y�  

Feb. 5  Abbey Runyan 

Feb. 7  Nicole Woomer 

Feb. 2  Maggie Pahl 

Feb. 12  Liz Burton 

Feb. 18  Cindy Filson 

Feb. 20  Michael Velez 

Feb. 21 Emily Miller 

Feb. 22 Marian Wygant 

Feb. 28 Rick Penn 

  

 ����� 

 

       F�� u" #       
An)�*rs" ,e�  

Feb. 15  Donald & Carol 

 King (65 yrs.) 

 Feb. 14   Tom & Carol   

 Korn (53 yrs.) 
 

���� 

 

Dear Abiding Hope family, 

Thank you for 

the beau7ful 

Christmas flow-

er I received. 

John and Jacque 

delivered it in a 

snow storm. It 

brightened my 

holidays.  
 

E*�./0 Sn	� 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Spiritual Calisthenics (cont. from page 2) 

Ash Wednesday is an intensifica7on of our regular rite of 

Confession and Forgiveness, a rare 7me in our culture 

during which we acknowledge our sin and beg for 

renewal. The Kyrie also recalls Ash Wednesday: “Lord, have mercy, Lord, have 

mercy,” over and over. At communion we sing, “Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world, have mercy on us.” There is always more and more need 

for mercy as we repeatedly sin against God and others. Mercy can be defined 

as “compassion or forgiveness shown toward someone whom it is within one's 

power to punish or harm.” It is a “blessing that is an act of divine favor."  It is 

Grace. 

Did you know that we Lutherans offer an Occasional Service for folks who feel the 

need for Individual Confession and Forgiveness?  This is private praise and 

prayer to God, perhaps including some pastoral conversa7on, which offers for-

giveness to a repen7ng heart.  Confessions are protected from disclosure, as a 

pastor is obligated to respect at all 7mes the confiden7al nature of confes-

sion.  The peace of the Lord is with you always. 

6. Give alms – The generosity of God in Christ should inspire us to be generous and 

merciful to others, especially those who are poor and in need. Make an effort 

to support others, whether by funding missionaries, or disaster relief, or your 

local food distribu7on center.  

This year, take the Lenten challenge – refocus your hearts and minds on improving 

your spiritual health - not so that you can change God, but so that God can 

change you, and help you enjoy that fullness of the life which he intends for 

you.  

Please Pray For…. 

Mike & Barb Paris, Rev. Brenda Mar7n & husband John, Carolyn  MarrioM, Don & 

Skip Kleckner, Jeanne & Ed Tropper, Dave Parsh, Karri Pacileo, Sandy Pacileo, 

Trudy & Chris7an Mueller, Jo Critchfield, Bill & Sharron Sontheimer, Esther 

Klakamp, Ma� & Sally Zill, John Litzel, Don & June Morey, Diana & Dick Stoker, 

Emily Stoker, Roger & Irene Owens, Norma Squire, the Gresh family, Nicole 

Woomer, Sam & Dorothy Elder, Karen Shick, Ruth Hinkson, Don Fuller, Judi 

Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, and 

Joyce Hersperger.  

Please call or email Pastor Karen with prayer requests.                     

Phone: 814-881-3266 or the church office 814-868-8685.  
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Ladies Night Out—February 16th—Brewerie at Union Station—5:30 PM 

Thank you Note 

Dear Senior Group of Abiding Hope Lutheran Church, 

The Activity Group at Fairview Manor would like to thank you for the small gift bags you sent our residents. A 

lot of the residents also appreciated the Christmas message that was included. When groups in our commu-

nity come together, such as yours, with generous donations during the holiday season, it gives us comfort 

knowing that every single resident will receive a gift. Again, thank you for thinking of our residents! 

Happy New Year. Nancy, JoElle & Pam/ Activity Directors 

Thursday, February 16th  is Ladies Night Out at Brewerie 

at Union Sta7on , 123 W. 14th St. Join us for this 7me 

of fellowship, and good food. No agenda, just a fun 

7me with friends (both older and newer). Please con-

tact Jacque Holmberg at 814– 490-4470 or Nancy Cun-

ning at 814-833-3109 by Monday February 13th to 

RSVP and to let us know if you need a ride. Drivers and 

riders will meet at AH at 

5:00. All ladies are wel-

come. 

 

Mardi Gras Pot Luck Luncheon 

Sunday, February 19, around 11:45 am. 

Just think Potluck Lunch following the 10:30 am worship 

service!  One last feast before the Lenten fast! In cen-

turies past, the Lenten fast was far more rigorous than 

it is today. Christians were required to abstain from all 

meat and food that came from animals, such as milk, 

cheese, butter, eggs, and animal fats. So, all of those 

items needed to be used up before the fast began. 

Various Christian nations developed their own meat 

dishes, rich breads and desserts 

for one last feast before the aus-

terity of Lent. 

Please bring your covered dish to share … anything from 

a main course to a dessert. Wear purple, green or gold 

(maybe even a mask!), if you like, and Laissez les bons 

temps rouler ("Let the good times roll") while enjoying 

some tasty food and great fellowship! 

Love to Sing?  

Why not try the Adult Choir?  Rehearsals are now on Sun-

days aSer 10:30 am worship! We are hoping this 7me 

will be more convenient for those of you who prefer 

staying home in the evenings or may have other com-

mitments.  We have so much to be excited about!  The 

choir will be joining with St. Paul’s choir on Ash 

Wednesday to sing two anthems at their service, and 

then on Good Friday we will sing together again at 

Abiding Hope’s Good Friday service.  Please join us on 

Sundays aSer worship to “Make a joyful noise unto 

the Lord!”  For more informa7on, please contact  

Sheryl at 882-2830 or 

sheryl4013@yahoo.com.  

 

S� 23 W56.i"m� ~    

Coordinator of Music 



News  From Lutherlyn 
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Feb. 1  - REGISTRATION OPENS FOR SUMMER CAMP 

Feb. 4 - Saturday Safari:  Saturday Safaris are a great way 

to spend a Saturday!  They are designed for families 

and small groups.  Dress to be outside.  (Registra7on 

Required) 

Feb. 17-19 - Fathers & Sons Retreat:  A weekend just for 

the boys!  Our tradi7onal Fathers and Sons favorites 

(Trail of Five Fires Worship,  Gaga Challenge, Junkyard 

Wars, and Blessing Service) now has a winter twist!  It 

will be a weekend of fun, faith, and rela7onship build-

ing. (Registra7on Required) 

 Feb. 24-26 - Grown-Up Winter Retreat: A fun weekend at 

camp just for grown-ups. Campfire, tree tapping and 

maple sugaring, Agape Feast/Worship, games and con-

versa7on by a fire, craSs, and lots of camp fun just for 

adults. Must be 21 or older. (Registra7on required) 

March 4: Maple Syrup Time – This Saturday Safari fea-

tures winter tree iden7fica7on, tapping a maple tree, 

collec7ng sap, and observing the evapora7on process. 

Dress to be outside. There will be a morning session 

from 9:30- 12:00 and an aSernoon session from 1-

3:30.  Please register for one session only. 

(Registra7on deadline: Feb. 28)  

Lutherlyn for more information please visit 

www.lutherlyn.com, or call 724-865-2161. 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER STAFF 23! 

December Income:        $  9,967.50             Year to Date Income:      $111,275.11 

December Expenses:    $12,213.73              Year to Date Expenses:  $128,022.63 

December Difference:   $ -2,246.23                 Year to date Difference:  $ -16,747.52 

Year to Date Budget: $124,449 

   Current Fund Report 

What is Thrivent? 

Thrivent exists to help people achieve financial clarity.  At 

Thrivent, we believe money is a tool, not a goal.  Driven 

by a higher purpose at our core, we are commi�ed to 

providing financial advice, investments, insurance, 

banking and generosity programs to help people make 

the most of all they’ve been given. 

All Thrivent clients with membership (ages 16+) are eligi-

ble to lead a Thrivent Ac$on Team.  

Thrivent Ac7on Teams are a great way to make a posi7ve 

impact in your community. Simply gather a team of 

neighbors or friends for a fundraiser, educa7onal event 

or service ac7vity.  Thrivent offers all the resources you 

need to get started, including up to $250 in seed mon-

ey. Your team provides the passion that brings your 

project to life. Have ques7ons or need 

help?  Contact John or Jacque Holmberg, 

or a local Thrivent financial advisor. 

(Should you purchase or retain insurance or annuity prod-

ucts so you can lead more Thrivent Ac!on Teams?  No. 

Thrivent has many unique advantages as a fraternal 

benefit society, including our ability to make a posi7ve 

impact with clients in their communi7es and congrega-

7ons. While we want everyone to experience giving 

back through Thrivent Ac7on Teams, you should never 

purchase or retain any insurance or annuity products 

simply to lead a Thrivent Ac7on Team. You should only 

purchase and keep the insurance and annuity products 

that best meet the financial security needs of you and 

your family.) 
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February Gospels at a Glance 

 

Adapted from commentary from Sundays and Season 

February 5– Matthew 5:13-20 Let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father in heaven. FOCUS: It’s time to light-

en up!  Whether you are looking in the news or out the 

window, things may seem pretty dark and dreary at this 

time of year, but do not miss the light of Epiphany! We 

are indeed created in God’s image, therefore the spark 

of the divine is alive in all of us. The light shines through 

us as we live out God’s mission for our lives each day. As 

Epiphany continues, we should all be prepared to let our 

light shine and share the good news.  

February 12 –  Matthew 5:21-37 In the Sermon on the 

Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards 

of righteousness that exceed legal requirements and tra-

ditional expectations. FOCUS: Teaching Disciples and 

Experiencing Grace  Time after time we are called 

through the scriptures to leave behind familiar and pre-

dictable ways of life, risking a journey into the unknown 

and unknowable. Risks often have a very big and excit-

ing “upside” which is matched by an equally steep and 

daunting “downside.” Many good and faithful people 

have a healthy fear of risk, but taking a risk with God is a 

very different venture. If God’s call to follow is risky, and 

we succeed, we can experience God’s presence and 

promise in profound new ways. However, if we follow 

God’s call to risk and it seems to fail, then we are still 

following in the footsteps of the one who formed us, 

loves us, and calls us by name. 

In today’s gospel we hear Jesus offer tough teachings 

which may seem risky too! These readings seem to be 

filled with tough, risky teachings, but dig a little deeper 

and experience the grace-filled message of hope and 

new life rooted in God’s love. So take a deep breath, 

dare to risk, crack open the “tough exterior” and experi-

ence the love and grace of these texts. 

February 19 - Matthew 17:1-9 “This is my Son, the Be-

loved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!”       

FOCUS:  Transfiguration We often 

speak of mountaintop experiences as 

those joyous times we look forward 

to with excitement and look back 

upon fondly, but the mountaintop moments in today’s 

reading was different: awe-inspiring, yes, but also full of 

devouring fires, clouds, and fear. Vision is obscured, the 

familiar becomes unknown, and nothing is the same, 

but God’s presence is where we get both lost and found. 

Many biblical encounters with God involved fear, point-

ing to the awesome reality of God that is much more 

than the gentle shepherd we often imagine (though God 

is that, too). God is, as C. S. Lewis famously said, “not a 

tame lion” The truth is, we can no more plan our moun-

taintop times with God than we can stay there forever, 

as much as we think we would like to. God’s place is to 

invite, ours to respond, faces bowed to the ground. 

Eventually, of course, the time comes to leave that moun-

tain, walking with Jesus down to the valley and getting 

dusty with the ashes of daily life. LENT BEGINS.  The tra-

ditional disciplines of Lent—fasting, prayer, and gifts to 

the poor—all help us maintain the eyes, ears, and heart 

to see and hear God wherever God appears. 

February 26 – Matthew 4:1-11 Jesus was led up by the 

Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  

FOCUS: SATAN IS POWERFUL, BUT JESUS IS MORE 

POWERFUL... Matthew’s gospel reorients us to the truth 

of the devil’s power, and calls us to name Satan’s pres-

ence in the world. In the wilderness Jesus encounters an 

evil as real as its opposite, resurrection. The great 

tempter seeks to undermine Jesus’ mission before he 

even begins; testimony that evil has much to fear of our 

Jesus! Nonetheless, Jesus will not be dissuaded. “Away 

with you, Satan!” proclaims the redeemer of the cos-

mos. Thus, the Lenten journey begins—a journey that 

takes us to the cross, where the devil is named and 

crushed underfoot.  
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P" i9: St;< & 
Lea>r9?�@ 

 
Pastor  

Rev Karen Parsh 

Office Assistant 

Denise Miller 

Coordinator of  

Music Ministry  

Sheryl Williams 

Sexton 

Kayla Miller 
 

����������������    

2023 Church Council 
 

President                      

Andy Saska 

Vice-President               

Penny Gresh 

Secretary  

Analee Cree 

Treasurer                         

John Holmberg 

Financial Secretary           

Pat Wenzel  
 

Council Members 

Pastor Karen Parsh 

Carol Korn 

Lois Kuhns  

Rich Filson 

Dave Cunning 

Michele Rion 
 

 

Pray with us and join    

with us as we seek  

to live in a loving          

community with one     

another and share the 

hope of Jesus Christ with 

those who need it most! 

 

 

 

  

This ‘N That Around AHLC 

 

Can’t make it to Sunday worship? The 10:30 Sunday service is 

livestreamed on Facebook each Sunday and available on the website any7me.  

h�ps://www.facebook.com/pg/abidinghopeerie/posts & www.abidinghopeerie.org 

���� 

Would you like to receive a weekly email from Bishop Lozano with notes to update 

you on some happenings within our synod?  Just send him an email and ask to be 

added to this distribu7on list: Michael Lozano bplozano@outlook.com 

���� 

The KAFP con7nues to provide food and personal care items bi-monthly to the over 

70 KAFP families in our area. Each month members are invited to do-

nate personal care items for distribu7on the following month. A KAFP 

basket is in the Church Cry Room. February Items — Body Wash & Bar 

Soap 

   ���� 

Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you! Many of you directed Thrivent Choice Dollars® 

to Abiding Hope Lutheran Church: $982 was received in 2022. By doing so, you 

have helped to make a difference.  The outreach funding we receive from both 

you and Thrivent helps us to con7nue our important mission and ministry. Thank 

you for your support. 

Remember that if you have remaining 2022 Choice Dollars, they must be designated 

to a not-for-profit of your choice by the end of March 2023.  Ques7ons?  Just call 

Thrivent at 800-847-4836. 

                                              ���� 

Reminder for January 29, which is the 5th Sunday in January. Our 

church has designated fiSh Sundays for special collec7ons for ELCA World Hunger. 

You can drop it off in the collec7on basket at any 7me, just mark your dona7on 

'5th Sunday World Hunger.' 

                             ���� 

Souper Bowl of Caring:  On February 12th, we will be collec7ng for 

the Second Harvest Food Bank as part of the Souper Bowl of Caring 

campaign.  Again, you don't have to wait for that designated Sun-

day, but can contribute at any 7me just by designa7ng 'Souper Bowl' on your en-

velope.       
 

���� 

Anyone wishing to donate Altar flowers for worship, can sign-up on the form in the 

narthex. The cost of a single flower arrangement remains at $20. Please return 

your request and payment one week ahead of your chosen Sunday.  

���� 
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Recap of Church Council Meeting January 10th - 6:30 

 

Lenten Book Club Starts Sunday Feb 19th at 7PM on ZOOM 

The Year Of Living Biblically by AJ Jacobs 

Abiding Hope will once again offer a Lenten book club via 

Zoom. We’re looking forward to some engaging, re-

vealing, and humorous discussions as we read how AJ 

Jacobs tried to follow all 700 Biblical rules as literally 

as possible—including stoning and adulterer and 

offering an animal sacrifice!  

Throughout his year-long adventure, Jacobs discusses 

religious rules and beliefs with various individuals and 

groups, including an Amish family in Lancaster, Has-

sidic Jews in NYC, a Bedouin shepherd in the Negev 

dessert, and members of the NYC Atheists.  

We plan to select chapters from The Year of 

Living Biblically over six weeks, 

star7ng on Sunday evening the 

19th at 7PM. See Lon or Pastor 

Karen ASAP for your paperback 

copy for only $10. Limited num-

ber available. 

To register to receive a Zoom invi-

ta7on to each session, email 

your name and email address 

to Lon Jenkins at,                    

jenkinslon@aol.com.  

We started our 2023 with a mee7ng in person and wel-

coming 2 new council members, Carol Korn and Rich 

Filson. Thankful to have them as part of this team that 

represents The Abiding Hope Family. 

• Mo7on made and passed to have a T.V. mount-

ed in the Narthex to display calendar and photos 

of events 

• Easter Flock will take place April 1 at Abiding 

Hope - All ac7vi7es will be indoors 

• Ash Wednesday service at Abiding Hope at noon 

- Combined evening service at St. Paul's 

• Decision that we need a dozen stacking chairs to 

use in the Narthex for coffee hours and mee7ngs 

in Pastor's office 

• Mo7on passed to proceed with a project to build 

an outdoor library for public use 

• Request members to fill out a communion card 

at least once a year 

• Find a be�er method for members to have ac-

cess to fliers and forms 

• Denise has surgery scheduled for February.  Cov-

erage will be needed in the office 

Our year started with lots of good discussion and projects 

to keep our members involved and our outreach to 

the community increased. As always we welcome 

ques7ons and ideas from all members.  

Respec^ully submi�ed by:                                                          

Analee Cree Analee Cree Analee Cree Analee Cree - Council 

Secretary 

AmazonSmile:  Unfortunately Amazon is planning to stop 

their AmazonSmile program by February 20, 2023. We 

will s7ll accrue addi7onal dona7ons from your Ama-

zon purchases un7l the program officially closes. Alt-

hough this wasn't a major influence on our budget, 

every li�le bit helped. We are grateful for the years 

that customers of AmazonSmile designated Abiding 

Hope as their charity of choice. 

 

Amazon Smile Program Ends Donations 



UBeC C3D?�n�, 
H�F� GHod� & 

ShHe�  
The Mission 

Team  con7nues 

to collect gently 

used shoes and boots of all 

sizes for   Chosen, an Inter-

na7onal Ministry sharing 

the Love of Christ. Please 

drop the shoes or boots 

(pairs only) in the Heritage 

Room.   

���� 

Analee Cree con7nues to 

deliver bags of wonderful 

clothing and 

home goods to 

Bethany Out-

reach each 

month. What a 

wonderful out-

reach to the Erie communi-

ty. Thank you for your 

amazing support for this 

mission within Erie.      

��� 
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Coming in Lent—Special Studies, Music & Soup Suppers  

W�r9?�@     
S IiJe� 

 

In-person worship at   

Abiding Hope 

2 Sunday Services                       

8:30 & 10:30 AM 

Wednesdays during Lent 

6:00 (See ar$cle to the leK 

for details.) 

Handicapped                   

Accessible 

All Are Welcome! 

  

Become a GECAC Grandparents Volunteer 

Lenten Wednesday Evening Services: With special focus on congrega7onal hymn 

singing with historical favorites and fresh new hymns. New Hope Presbyterian 

and St Paul’s Lutheran will partner with us on our Lenten journey. 

In honor of the 250th anniversary of the wri7ng of “Amazing 

Grace,” this Lenten worship series by theologian Michael 

Hoy 7es the words of the beloved song to our lives today 

as Christ’s disciples. Those in the Bible who experienced 

the amazing grace of God help us each week to realize 

that though we once were lost in sin, we now have been found by Jesus, and 

though we once were blind to God’s mercy, we now can see his love at work in us 

through our Savior’s death and resurrec7on. 

• Ash Wednesday Services: 12 noon at Abiding Hope & 7:00 PM at St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church 

• On Wednesday evening, a 5:30 Soup Supper with New 

Hope will be followed at 6:00 by a special Lenten Wor-

ship Service. Each service will contain a dialogue ser-

mon for 2 readers (the pastor and the character of the 

service), significant verse, prayers and selec7ons of favorite old hymns.  

• Ash Wednesday: David and special scripture Psalm 51:1 

• Week 1: Isaiah of Babylon and scripture Isaiah 6:7 

• Week 2: The Prodigal Son and scripture Luke 15:32 

• Week 3: The Blind Man and scripture John 9:24 

• Week 4: The Woman at the Well with scripture John 4:13-14 

• Week 5: Paul with scripture 1 Timothy 1:15 

• Good Friday Worship: 12 noon “Sta7ons of the 

Cross” at AHLC & 7:00 PM—”The Seven Last 

Words from the Cross” at Abiding Hope  

Enrich your Lenten experience through worship, prayer, 

reflec7on and study in church or at home.   

Become a Foster Grandparent Volunteer through AmeriCorps 

Seniors and help children love learning. Connect with at-risk 

students by sharing your experiences, tutoring, and offering 

encouragement.. For more informa7on see poster in the nar-

thex or visit: www.gecac.org or call  GECAC at 814.459.4581 ext. 462.  
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An eclec7c speaker series devoted to the idea that listening to 

talented people sharing their passions, hobbies, career his-

tories etc., can be a refreshing alterna7ve to the shrillness 

that pervades today’s public discourse.  

Bring a sandwich, have a cup of good Lutheran coffee, (we’ll provide 

the dessert). Hear from a wide range of folks with a story to tell 

and the willingness to tell it. Brown Bag Lunch at 12 Noon – Speaker  12:30 to 1:30 

On Wednesday, February 8th, Virginia Stanton presents                                                     

“Erie Chapter – Na$onal Bu"on Society” 

If you like An7ques Roadshow you’ll love this talk. Their  mission: “To promote educa-

7onal exhibits, encourage research, publish and disseminate informa7on, and          

preserve for future genera7ons all that is beau7ful and historic in bu�ons.” 

Listen & Learn Speaker Series Feb 8th -12 noon 
Pl"0 TL AMnC 

Tues Feb 7th at 12:30 

Me�i; Te"O 
Mee$ng               

Do you have an interest in 

technology? Come to the 

AHLC Media Team mee7ng to 

discuss our website, Facebook, 

email marke7ng, our sign  

messaging, video broad-

cas7ng, and more. Help us 

spread the Good News using 

today’s messaging.   

Tues Feb 14th at 12:30 

EasP� FloQR SI  

Planning Mee$ng  

Come and help plan the next 

Easter event…..Plan the 

games, craSs, giS basket raffle 

and more.  It’s going to be 

GREAT! 

DEVELOP YOUR PRAYER LIFE AS YOUR SPECIAL 

LENTEN OFFERING 

Lent is about much more than not ea7ng goodies, 

and limi7ng your diet to fish on Fridays, and 

puMng spare change away for the poor. These 

are all good things, but they are not ends in themselves. Lent is meant to recon-

nect us with the ONE who first loved US – God himself. 

We know God loves us.  When we are lonely, he sends an angel of friendship. When 

we are in need, he sends an angel of generosity. When we are 7ed up in lives of 

habitual self-destruc7on, he sends an angel of strength to pull us up and set us on 

our feet again. 

This is your invita7on to join our Prayer Warrior Group – led by Connie and Jerry Vogt 

on the 3rd Wednesday aSernoon each month from 1:00 un7l 3:00 at Abiding Hope 

Sanctuary.  We liS up our prayers for the needs of our members and friends and 

neighbors – seeking God’s guidance and blessing. 

You may join our group from home or be present during our mee7ngs.  If you would 

like to par7cipate or if you have names of people who could use our prayers– con-

tact Pastor Karen, the church office, the Vogt family, or drop your requests in the 

offering basket during worship. 

This season of Lent, make prayer your giS to God – that in turn helps you to prepare 

for the giS of redemp7on on the Cross and the joy of the resurrec7on on Easter 

Sunday. 

Our Lenten labors are the work of the Lord, and we do not labor in vain when we do 

them. 

 M0 OV.# 

BWeXkfas[ 

The February 

Men Only 

Breakfast 

will be held 

on  Saturday morning,           

February 18th at 9:00 AM 

at Panos Restaurant. All 

guys are invited to attend 

for good conversation, 

some laughs and a great 

breakfast.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Jan 29 4th Sunday 

of Epiphany Worship 

at 8:30 & 10:30 Con-

grega$onal Mee$ng 

9:30 Confirma$on 

10:15 at St Paul’s 

Choir @11:45 

← 1/29 5th Sun-

day—Donate to 

World Hunger 

 1 Tops 9am 

 

 

 

 

2  

 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 4-6  

3 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Music Lessons 10

–1  Overeaters 

Anonymous 10:30  

AHLC Family 

Night Erie Insur-

ance Arena 7PM 

5 5th Sunday of 

Epiphany Worship at 

8:30 & 10:30  

Bible Study 9:30 

Confirma$on 10:15 

AHLC ~ Choir @11:45 

 

6 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 4-7 

Al-Anon 7:30 PM 

7 

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 

Media Team Mtg. 

@ 12:30 

 

Music Lessons 4-5 

8 Tops 9am 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
KAFP Volunteers  9 
AM In-person   
distribu7on 10-11 

 

 

Music Lessons 4-6  

10 11 

Music Lessons 10–1   

Overeaters Anony-

mous  10:30 

12 6th Sunday of 

Epiphany Worship at 

8:30 & 10:30  Bible 

Study 9:30 Confirma-

$on Class 10:15 St 

Paul’s Choir @11:45  

Souper Bowl collec-

$on 

13 

RSVP for Ladies 

Night Out on Thurs 

Feb. 16th 

Music Lessons 4-7 

Al-Anon 7:30 PM 

14 

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 
Easter Flock II Mtg. 
12:30 

Church Council  
6:30 PM 

Music Lessons 4-5 

15 Tops 9 AM 

 

  

 

1:00 PM 

 

16 
 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 4-6  

17 

 

18 Men Only 

Breakfast at Panos 

9 AM 

 
Music Lessons 10–1   

Overeaters Anony-

mous  10:30 

19 Transfigura$on 
of Our Lord Worship 
at 8:30 & 10:30 Choir 
9:30  Confirma$on 

10:15 @ AHLC 
Mardi Gras Pot Luck 
Luncheon with Town 
Hall mtg.  11:45 See 
pg. 4 

20 

 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 4-7 

Al-Anon 7:30  PM 

 

21 

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 

Newsle�er           

DL 

Music Lessons             

4-5 

 

22 Tops 9 AM 

Ash Wednesday  

Worship 

12noon AHLC 

7PM St Paul’s 

(See page 9) 

 

23 
KAFP Volunteers  9 
AM In-person   
distribu7on 10-11  
 

 

Music Lessons 4-6 

24 

 

 

 

Newsle�er  

mailed  

25 

Music Lessons 10–1   

Overeaters Anony-

mous 10:30         

 

26  
1st Sunday in Lent 
Worship at 8:30 & 
10:30 Bible Study 

9:30 Confirma$on 
Class 10:15 St Paul’s 

Choir 11:45 

 

 27 

 

 

 

Music Lessons 4-7 

Al-Anon 7:30  PM 

28 

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 

 

 

Music Lessons 4-5 
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Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 

Ladies Night Out 

5:30  Brewerie at 

Union Sta$on 

See pg. 4 

Lunch & Listen 

Speaker Series 

12 noon (see 

page 10) 

Mardi Gras Potluck Luncheon  & Town Hall  Sun Feb 

19th ~ 11:45 - Bring a Tureen to share. See page 4. 

Don’t miss Abiding Hope’s Lunch & Listen Speaker 

Series on Wed Feb 8th with Virginia Stanton pre-

sent“ Erie Chapter – Na$onal Bu"on Society”. 

Brown Bag Lunch at noon. Speaker 12:30 to 1:30. 

(See Page 10) 

Donate to Souper Bowl 

of Caring on Feb 12th 

(or any$me). See page 7 

February 22nd 



A Loving Family...Living the Faith, 

Sharing the Hope…OF CHRIST! 

 

 

Abiding Hope 
Lutheran Church 

2402 W Grandview Blvd 

Erie PA 16506 
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Analee Cree, Church Council Secretary, Ministry Team 

member, Altar Guild, Counter and so much more re7red 

from the Erie County Tech School on Friday, January 13th 

aSer 14 years of as a teaching assistant following a lengthy 

career at Lord Corp. Congrats to Analee and family. We 

love you and are grateful to have you with us as a witness to 

God’s working through us at Abiding Hope. 

On Feb 14th don't forget to wish 

Carol & Tom Korn a Happy      

53rd Anniversary!  

Easter Flock II                      Easter Flock II                      Easter Flock II                      Easter Flock II                      
at Abiding Hope Lutheran Church       

Saturday April 1st from 1 to 3  

Bring the kids, grand kids, and friends for this 2nd annual fun 

family FREE event. Puppet Show ~ Games ~ CraSs and much 

more. Watch for details—contribute & volunteer.  

In partnership with New Hope Presbyterian and                       

St Paul’s Lutheran Churches. 

53 53 53 53 
YearsYearsYearsYears    

Happy 6th  

Birthday 

February 21st 

to Emily 

Miller  


