
 

 Thanksgiving Note from Pastor Karen 
We have so much to be THANKFUL FOR… our friends 

and families, our church relationships, the 
opportunities we have to make a difference for 
God during these trying times of our nation… 

I for one can say I am truly blessed… and Abiding 
Hope plays a large part in that… More than 
once, you have given me chances to live and 
grow in my faith… Life just doesn’t get better than that. 

But during these opening weeks of November, we have all been 
fed a steady diet of confusing angry messages – starting at the 
national levels.  At first, I was angry that citizens of this nation 
were having trouble being civil with one another – because of 
political differences… But then I felt a great sadness for friends 
who were having trouble getting along. 

Just when I was about to pull out my hair in despair, I decided to try 
my pastor (Bishop Papson’s) advice – “You got problems?” She 
said… “time to check out the Psalms for some tried and true 
advice… maybe your stress and concern for national restoration 
of faith and national forgiveness – requires a few words of faith 
and consolation from the Master, Himself… 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need…” Psalm 23 
“Though I walk in the midst of trouble, God, you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against my enemies, and your right 
hand delivers me.” Psalm 138:7 

Or maybe… “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
the times of trouble. Therefore, we will not fear though the earth 
gives way, though the mountains be moved into the sea…. Be 
still and know that I am God!” Psalm 46 

King David, the great author behind so many of our beloved 
Psalms, did not have a carefree life. He often wrote of sorrow, 
tears, and loneliness, but always, his words revealed deep faith – 
in spite of trial, trouble or tribulation. Whatever the 
circumstances of his times, however intense and prolonged, 
David trusted God. 

David praised and thanked God in troubled times when he felt like 
celebrating or when his heart was plagued by sorrow… 
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King David knew that the first and best response to troubled times was to worship God—
particularly with giving thanks. When things are going well, we thank the Lord! When facing 
troubled times, we thank the Lord! 

Thankfulness begins to form when God’s people press the “pause button” and take time to 
remember that God’s mercy is always in force, His grace covers all, and for His children He will 
work all things together for their genuine good. All means all, including their poor choices. 

We may be troubled when things don’t go the way we planned. But God knows what He’s doing 
to refine and strengthen our faith. We can grow in our appreciation for His wisdom and love by 
remembering that He designs all these experiences with our ultimate victory in mind. Thorns 
exist in the world because of sin, but God can and does use thorns in ways that bless us. 

“The LORD will accomplish what concerns me; Your lovingkindness, LORD, is everlasting.” (Psalm 
138) 

Psalm 138 is the prescription God gives us when facing troubled times – 
1. Remember how good, loving, and capable God is; and 
2. Worship Him with thanksgiving for all that He has done, is doing, and will do to deliver you. 
As for those naysayers, God is at work in them too…who knows what loving message they may be 

able to carry in the years to come… 
So may God bless us now and always as we seek to carry the GOSPEL in our hearts, no matter the 

weight of our worries or the blessings of our joy! 
Happy Thanksgiving dear friends and family! 

gggg 

Church Council - October 13 Recap 
We welcomed Cindi Reid, our new council member and Financial Secretary to her first meeting. 

Thankful that she is willing to serve her fellow members of Abiding Hope and add her insight to 
council. 

• Meetings with St. Paul's Lutheran have been re-established. Abiding Hope invited to 
participate in Trunk or Treat 

• Discussion about viewing Chosen during Lent 
• Expenses are about $3,000 less than budget 
• Approved to use funds from Memorial to purchase a new vacuum for downstairs 
• 2027 budget was presented and discussed. Main topic was pay increases for staff 
• A motion was made and passed to give all employees a 4% raise. No raise was given last 

year. 
• There will be a Finance Budget meeting November 22 after service. All are welcome 
• Congregational meetings December 13 and January 17 

Many topics based on keeping Abiding Hope's mission alive. We ask that you keep the above 
dates open to attend the meetings on November 22, December 13 and January 17. Each 
member is valued and your input crucial. 

Respectfully submitted by Analee Cree - Council Secretary  
gggg 

5th Sunday World Hunger Day is November 29: Drop a check in the offering 
plate marked “World Hunger” any Sunday in November and help stop world hunger. 
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PleasJ keeK iL youM prayerN: Sharron Sontheimer, Karen Shick, Vicki Farnsworth, 
Marygrace Cirillo, Mary Alice Ross, Megan Ross, Donna Graham, Larry Kozlowski, Shirley 
Englert, Brian & Penny Gresh, Candy & Arch Watkins, Sam Elder, Priscila Mirone, Don Morey, 
Joan Doehrel, Pat Kerr, Connie Kerr-Vogt, Christine Petrone, Cheryl Hicks, Ed & Jeanne 
Tropper, Cindy & Rich Filson, Dick & Diana Stoker, Harry & Susan Speakman, Kathy Sinnott, 
Maury & Linda Allen, Damian & Marcia Santabene, Don & Donna Holder and Little Library 
visitors.  

Please contact the church office, 814-868-8685  ahadministrator@hotmail.com or Pastor Karen, 
pastorkaren@gmail.com at 814-881-3266, with Prayer List requests or updates. 

gggg 

Prayer Warriors Change of Date:  
The sanctuary will be open on Wednesday, November 11 (second week of the month 

instead of the third) from 1-3:00 for silent prayer and meditation for our world-wide 
needs.  Please join us whenever you can within this timeframe, for as long as you 
can.  We invite those who can pray from home or the workplace to also join us.  As Jesus said, 
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in their midst”.  Matthew 
18:20 

gggg 

Little Jesus Project: While the weather is still warm enough for autumn walks, consider 
being an Ambassador for Christ by taking a “Little Jesus” (or more!) from the basket under the 
monitor in the Narthex.  Leave them on trails, benches, gas pumps, ATM machines or 
anywhere else you can, praying for the person who will find it!  Be the one who helps 
someone ‘find a Little Jesus’! 

gggg 

Little Free Library: The library has enjoyed many visitors throughout the beautiful autumn 
days, exchanging books and enjoying time browsing through our collection of books, which 
are rotated frequently.  We have especially had some beautiful donations of children’s books 
from the congregation, which support our literacy efforts for elementary children.  We have 
also had a turnover of books for young adults, which is encouraging.  

As November is a special month for increased gratitude, I would like to spend a moment to 
express my own thankfulness for the opportunity to manage this special library at our church. I 
gain so much happiness from providing books to others to read and enjoy—especially 
children!  Your encouragement and support through finances and books/educational 
materials is SO greatly appreciated.  I would also like to express my deepest appreciation to 
Dave and Nancy Cunning, who keep the structure in beautiful condition.  Blessings to all!  —
Connie 

gggg 

Boscov Friends and Family: Happy to report that we raised 
$100.00 through this program. Hopefully everyone had fun shopping on 
October 21.  Great sale prices and another 25% off lightens your spirit, as 
well as your wallet. THANK YOU! - Analee Cree 

mailto:ahadministrator@hotmail.com
mailto:pastorkaren@gmail.com
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Crop Walk: A beautiful day for a walk for a worldwide cause, hunger. 
Once again, God shined on the 450 walkers who gathered at Beach 
One to try to stomp out worldwide hunger. I saw a walker that I worked 
with 50 years ago; an added bonus. A total of $515.00 was donated by 
Abiding Hope members. The food that was donated by walkers, went 
to the Salvation Army. Sincere thanks for your support of this cause. 
Proud to represent Abiding Hope - Analee  

gggg 

Christmas at Bethesda 2026  
Make a child’s Christmas wish come true  
This holiday season, Bethesda Lutheran Services is 

looking for generous hearts and holiday helpers to 
bring the magic of Christmas to the children and 
youth they serve.  

Many of the more than 200 children they provide gifts 
for, have never experienced the joy and warmth of 
a true holiday celebration. 

With your help, Abiding Hope can once again change 
that and provide them a Christmas they deserve!  

Bethesda Christmas notes to remember: 
1. Our Residential Youth are currently female  
2. We do have boys though with our Alternative 

Education program and our Partial Hospitalization 
program 

3. We have babies on our Right Start unit and are 
expecting a few more 

4. All gifts must be unwrapped so our staff can see 
what is being given and check for safety concerns. 
No sharp objects should be given, like nail files, 
razors, crochet needles etc.  

5. Please don't feel obligated to purchase name-
brand items, our children will be happy with all 
presents! Gift cards also appreciated.  

6. Deadline for gifts to AHLC: Wednesday, December 9th. 
 
Thank you, Abiding Hope, for your generosity.  
 
A Christmas at Bethesda Wish List is available in the narthex. 

gggg 
 

 

Plan to attend a 2027 AH 
Budget Question & Answer 
meeting on Sunday, Nov 22 

after worship.  
 

             

       AHLC Income History ~ Sept 28 – Oct 28 
 

                  2026        $8,900 
                     2025        $7,868 
                     2024        $8,211 
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Prayer Shawl Gatherings  
Ladies meet for prayer, good conversation, knitting or 

crocheting shawls, prayer squares, or lap 
robes for the homebound. Start a new project 
or complete a piece you’ve started, but not 
quite finished. Experience not necessary, yarn 
and instruction available to all. November 
meetings: Monday the 2nd and 16th at 12 noon 

gggg 

VOTE!	 Tuesday, Nov. 3rd ~ God calls us to care for our neighbors and actively 
shape a just and compassionate society. Civic engagement, including voting and 
public service, is a meaningful way we live out our faith in the public sphere. The 
ELCA encourages everyone to engage in the political process with integrity, 
advocating for justice, peace, and the common good. 

AHLC is once again a polling site and this year there’ll be a bake sale near the lower-level voting 
area. We need your baked goods. See sign-up sheet in narthex. 

gggg 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Altar Flowers remain at $25.00 per arrangement. Larese Flower 
Shoppe has closed, and Abiding Hope’s altar flowers will now be 
purchased from Gerlach’s. Sign-up sheet / request forms with 
additional information are on the table in the narthex.  

 
are 

Thank You Notes from the Mailbox 
 

Pastor:  
The service for Trudy Mueller was beautiful. Please accept this donation in her memory.  
In faith & love, The Herron Family 

gggg 
Dear Abiding Hope Lutheran Church:  
Thank you for your generous support of the mission and ministry of Evangelical Covenant Church 

through your gift of $300 received in August for the German-based ministry of Stephanie and Philip 
Voland and family (Sheryl Williams’ daughter and family). Thank you for your generosity and 
partnership as we join God’s mission to grow more disciples in today’s world.  

Grace and peace, The Voland’s & The Evangelical Covenant Church  
  

Our giant Aloe and Spider plants have had many babies 
lately and that are ready for adoption. The babies are in a tote in 
the narthex. Please adopt and provide a good home for these 
tender babies.  

Special thanks to Gerry and Connie Kerr Vogt for giving these plants 
such good care.  

 
Are 
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Sloppy Joes & Cookies at Holy Trinity: VOLUNTEERS and/or COOKIES needed for the 
annual Holy Trinity Sloppy Joe Dinner for the 
Homeless. Folks are needed to bake cookies, 
transport, prepare, serve, clean up and 
SMILE! Always a busy, fun, and meaningful 
evening!  

Sign-up in the Narthex or see Jacque. 

NOTE: All leftovers are donated to the folks at 
Community Shelter Services, 655 West 16 
Street. 

gggg 

KAFP Report: KAFP’s numbers are rising! In September we welcomed 4 new 
households with 13 individuals. Second Harvest continues to supply us with fresh 
fruits, vegetables, and eggs. We are purchasing bread items from Aldi’s while 
Second Harvest looks for a new supplier to replace Bimbo’s Bread. KAFP received 
a HUGE food rescue from Sam’s Club. Our freezers are filled with all kinds of meat 
– steaks, roasts, pork roasts, briskets, chicken, salmon and more! Most of the packs 
of meat are family packs, so our neighbors will be getting a lot of meat.  

Turkey distribution will be on November 19th. Our neighbors will be receiving a turkey and 
everything for the Thanksgiving dinner – including a pie. We were only allotted 59 turkeys, so 
anyone who signed up and is not there that day, will forfeit to someone on the waiting list. 
KAFP is hoping volunteers from Erie Insurance will once again volunteer to hand out the 
meals this year. If you would like to volunteer, please see Rich or Cindy Filson.  

November item to donate: Oatmeal                             Rich Filson ~ KAFP Director 

gggg  

PA “Yellow Dot” Program was created to assist citizens in the “golden 
hour” of emergency care following a traffic crash when they may not be able 
to communicate themselves. Place a “Yellow dot” sticker in your vehicle’s rear 
window to alert first responders to check your glove compartment for vital 
medical information to ensure proper medial attention.  See Analee or Denise 
for your free PA “Yellow Dot” Program kit. 

gggg  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/655+West+16+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/655+West+16+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
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Green Team Article  

CREATION CARE HOLIDAY IDEAS 
 

We will soon be celebrating Christmas and that means buying gifts 
and decorating. An easy way to reduce our carbon footprint is to 
reuse whatever we can. 

Our family buys many of our gifts second hand from thrift shops, 
rummage sales or resale places on the internet. Reusing items from 
toys to clothing prevents unwanted items from enlarging the 
amount of garbage generated. Reusing and donating items 
prevents the wear and tear on our environment caused by 
factories that produce pollution making new products. You get 
more for your money! My 12-year-old granddaughter wears 
secondhand clothing with an emphasis on “Vintage”, which she 
tells me is anything over 20 years old. She consults the internet to 
decipher the age and value of her inexpensive reused clothing 
and shoes! Books and the internet can be a great source of ideas 
for creative homemade gifts, gift wraps, and decorations. I keep a 
small bag ready to put the notepads, cards, calendars, pens and 
other items I receive from charities. It makes me feel better that 
someone will use them. 

I enjoy reusing my small artificial Christmas tree and indoor and 
outdoor decorations. I enjoy reusing the family Christmas 
decorations that have been passed down. Some of these are now 
cherished by my children and grandchildren. I especially love the 
ornaments that the kids have made. Gathering pinecones and 
other natural objects can make fun Christmas decorations and 
ornaments with some hot glue, wire, and ribbon from the thrift shop. 
I pick up a few different decorations every year and when I put 
things away, I drop off unneeded items at our local thrift shop. 

If you use a real tree, the bottom branches can be used to decorate 
your house. I try to plant at least one tree every year to 
compensate for the real trees we used. With climate change and a 
heating planet, shade is becoming more important. 

Grab a concordance and look up ‘Creation’ or ‘Earth’. It’s obvious 
that our Creation is important to God, who emphasizes that he 
made our earth and gave it to us to care for. Romans 8:19 “the 
entire creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God 
to be revealed.” As children of God, let’s care for the beautiful gift 
of our creation! Written by Green Team member, Christine Adams. 

Like and follow us on Facebook: Northwestern PA Synod Green Team 
– Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

Contact us at: nwpasynodgreenteam@gmail.com 

 

Sat Oct 31~ Turn your 
clocks BACK 1 hour  
Sun Nov 1 ~ All Saints’ Day 
Mon Nov 2 & 16 ~ Prayer 
Shawls @ 12noon 
Tues Nov 3 ~ VOTE!!! 
Wed Nov 11 @ 6:30 ~ 
Men’s Night @ The Cab 
Thurs Nov 12 @ 5:30 ~ 
Ladies Night @ Chop Stix 
Sun Nov 15 @ 12:15 Harvest 
Dinner @ New Hope RSVP 
by Nov 9th  
Tues Nov 17 1pm “Giving” 
@ Faith Lutheran 
Thurs Nov 19 ~ Sloppy Joes 
@ Holy Trinity@4p 
Sun Nov 22 11a 2027 AHLC 
Budget/Financial mtg. 
Tues Dec 1 ~ Poinsettia DL 
Tues Dec 1 6-8p ~ Grief 
Support Seminar 
Wed Dec 9, 12p ~ 
Bethesda Xmas gifts due 
Sun Dec 13 11am: Cong.  
Meeting  
Mon Jan 4 ~ Committee 
reports due for A. Report 
Sun Jan 17 11am: Annual 
meeting 

gggg 

November Birthdays 
11/2 Dave Cunning  
11/2 Elizabeth Runyan 
11/4 Michele Rion 
11/9 Harry Speakman       
11/12 Rich Filson 
11/12 Marygrace Cirillo              
11/14 Marion Fuller           
11/15 Jeanne Tropper    
11/23 Pat Kerr is 96 today 
11/27 Cindi Reid  

Nov Anniversary 
  11/29 Amy & Mike                 
Rigelman~25 yrs. 
 
 
 

mailto:nwpasynodgreenteam@gmail.com
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Bod HickN ~ KairoN PrisoL Ministre:  

Bob will Be “Going to Jail” November 15-18; help pay his 
“bail”. The donation box is at the sanctuary 
entrance. Dig deep and help Bob continue this 
important prison ministry. Also, sign up in the narthex 
to pray for prisoners.   

                                         gggg 

Friendship Harvest Dinner at New Hope  
AHLC members and friends are invited to a Thanksgiving 

Dinner with our friends at New Hope Presbyterian 
Church.     Sign up in the narthex by Nov 9. 

Harvest Dinner @ New Hope Presbyterian Church 
5440 Washington St., Erie, PA 

 

Sunday November 15 @ 12:15 
 
 

gggg 
 

           
 gggg 

 

¯ Music Notes: November’s Traditional Worship Service with organ accompaniment will take 
place on November 1st, All Saints Sunday, and will also feature instrumental music by Howard 
Lyon, Paul Sontheimer and Pastor Karen!  November 8 – 22 will be Blended Worship as we 
officially end the church year on Christ the King Sunday, November 22nd.  We then begin the 
new church year on November 29th with the first Sunday of Advent. 

 

Please remember to mark your calendars for the combined Christmas Cantata presentation of 
“Love!” with Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church.  Performances will be on Sunday, December 
20th @ 2:00 pm at Abiding Hope Church, and Sunday, 
January 3rd @ 2:00 pm at Our Lady of Peace Catholic 
Church.  We hope you will plan on attending!  

Thanksgiving Blessings, 

Sheryl Williams ~ Coordinator of Music 

sheryl4013@yahoo.com ~ (814) 882-2830  

Every one of us makes a difference to our 
shared future and every financial offering 
enhances our church effectiveness in 
accomplishing God’s purpose for our 
church and mission. ONLY with your 
investment – OUR TIME TALENT & TREASURE 
– can our future be assured.  
Pastor Karen 

Pledge Card 

mailto:sheryl4013@yahoo.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
All Saints’ 

Sunday 
Traditional 

Worship 9:30 
with Temple Talk 

Choir 10:45a 
Bible Study 11a 

   2 
Ministry Team 

10:30 
Bake Sale Items  

Due 
Prayer Shawls 

12noon 
Al-Anon 7:30 

 

 3   Bake Sale 
   7am – 6pm

pm 
M Lessons 3:30-5 

 
 
M Lessons 3:30-

5 

 4 Tops 9-11 
 

 

 5 
KAFP 9-11:30 

 
Care & Share 
Group 1:00pm 

 

 6 
 

 
 
 
 

 7 
 

M Lessons 8:30-
12:30 

Overeaters 10:30 

 8  
24th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
Blended Worship 

9:30 
Choir 9 & 10:45a 
Bible Study 11a 
Pledge Cards 

due Today 

 9   
Ministry Team 

10:30 
DL to sign up 
for New Hope 

Dinner 
 

Al-Anon 7:30 

 10 
Church Council 

6:30 
 RSVP for LNO 

 
 
M Lessons 3:30-5p 

 11 Tops 9-11 
Prayer 

Warriors 1-3 
MNO 6:30 @ 

The Cab 
 

 12 
 

Care & Share 
Group 1:00pm 

 

LNO 5:30 @ 
Royal 

ChopSticks  

 13  14 
 

M Lessons 8:30-
12:30 

Overeaters 10:30 

 
 

  
 

    
15  

25th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
Blended Worship 

9:30  
Barb Dennison 

preaching 
Choir 9 & 10:45a 

Friendship 
Dinner New 
Hope 12:15 

 16 
No Ministry 
Team mtg. 

 

Prayer Shawls 
12noon 

 

Al-Anon 7:30 

 17 
M Lessons 3:30-5p 
 

“Giving after 
you’re Gone” 
seminar 1pm 

Faith Lutheran 
Church 

 18 Tops 9-11 
 
 

 19 
KAFP 9-11:30 

Turkey 
Distribution 

 
Care & Share 
Group 1:00pm 

 

 

 20   21 
 

M Lessons 8:30-
12:30 

Overeaters 10:30 

 22 
Christ the 

King Sunday 
Blended Worship 

9:30 
Budget 2027 
meeting 11:00 

 

 23  
Ministry Team 

10:30 
 

Newsletter 
deadline 

Al-Anon 7:30 

 24 

 
 
 
 
M Lessons 3:30-5p 

 25 Tops 9-11  26 

 

 27  

Advent begins 
Nov 29 

 28 
 

M Lessons 8:30-
12:30 

Overeaters 10:30 

    
 

   
29 
1st Sunday in 

Advent 
Blended Worship 

Bible Study 11a 
Choir 9 & 10:45a 

 

5th Sunday No 
Hunger 

30 

Ministry Team 
10:30 

 
Al-Anon 7:30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

   

 

Deadline for Pointsettia 
forms 

Stewardship focus began on October 25 with a Temple Talk by 
Andy Saska on “Possessions”. On Nov 1, Jo Zeimet will discuss 
“Time & Talents”. Completed pledge cards due Nov 8 are 
available on the website, in your email and in the narthex. 

2402 W Grandview Blvd. Erie, PA ~ 
814-868-8685 ~ 

www.abidinghopeerie.org 
 

Pastor Karen on vacation Friday, Nov 13th through Saturday, Nov 21st 

http://www.abidinghopeerie.org/
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Prayer for Election Day  

Everlasting God, source of all liberty, before whom every earthly ruler 
must bow and bend the knee, we lay our nation before you as we 
prepare for an election. 

Breathe upon us your Spirit of wisdom and discernment. Grant all who 
seek public office the mind of Christ, who came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life for the freedom of the oppressed. 

Hold before us those who face uncertain futures, or who have no voice in our political 
process. Uphold and safeguard poll workers and election officials in their work. Spare us 
from the crushing weight of cynicism. 

Give us grace to speak courageously, but with love, without which our words are noise 
and we are nothing. Gather us together under the cross, where, in all of our difference, 
we can stand as one people, redeemed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Copyright © 2026 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

gggg 

On Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 1:00, 
Faith Lutheran Church,                 
5414 East Lake Road, Erie, PA  

will be hosting an educational 
presentation by our local 
Thrivent representative,      
Vince Kremer, on the topic 
“Your Legacy: Family, Church, 
and Charity”.  There is no cost 
to attend and everyone is 
welcome.  

gggg 

 
Christmas Poinsettias (red or 
white) to adorn Abiding Hope’s 
altar this Christmas are available in 
red or white blooms at $8.50 each.  
Or plan to donate to the Kearsarge 
Area Food Pantry in memory of your 
loved ones.  

• Poinsettia order deadline: 
Sunday Dec 1st 

• KAFP deadline is Sunday, 
Dec 13th  
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