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A Message From Pastor Karen
Pastor John T. Bell tells one of my favorite stories about “doing something” in a world where it’s easier to “do nothing”. It seems
that… the fiery preacher, Sam "Golden Rule" Jones, had "quittin'
meetings" for potential converts at his revival meetings. These
meetings were meant to get people to confess their sins (like cussing, drinking, gambling, and so on).
Once the dirty laundry got a good airing, everyone would pledge to turn over a new
leaf and quit their sinning. At one of these meetings, a lady was asked what
she was going to quit. After thinking long and hard, she shouted out “I haven’t been doing anything, so I’m going to quit doing that.”
If you haven’t been doing anything, STOP!!!, and START doing something to heal
our broken land.
This Fourth of July, as we celebrate the freedoms we share, we would be wise to
consider just how blessed we are to be free. But that can be complicated,
considering all the fiery rhetoric and divisiveness that seems almost normal
these days.
In one article written in the Washington Post, an observation was made that with
anger, fear and disillusionment at an all-time high, some folks have vowed to
withdraw from any kind of political action.
The Fathers of our nation and the courageous warriors who paid such terrible prices for our liberties, deserve more resolve than that.
Despite the imperfections of America’s political system, we still enjoy tremendous
economic freedom, political freedom, religious freedom, personal freedom
and communal freedom. But be warned, we endanger our entire way of life
when we take the precious gift of freedom for granted.
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1
In his letter to the Galatians, Paul cautions that our greatest liberties are demonstrated through our actions. Through Christ we have been given the freedom
to serve those in need, the freedom to love and care for others, and the freedom to give voice to our feelings, concerns, hopes and aspirations for our
Cont. on pg. 2
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Message From Pastor Karen (cont. from page 1)
community, neighbors and friends.
Remember that the same statesmen who drafted the
"Declaration of Independence" were also the ones
who gave their blood, sweat and tears to craft our
Constitution -- a document that defines our freedom
by outlining the responsibilities necessary to make
freedom work -- our freedom to govern, to serve, to
defend, to protect, to honor and to be loyal.
The Fourth of July is a good time to celebrate the relationship at the center of the
Christian faith: We are most free when we bind ourselves to Christ.
Liberty must never be confused with me-first individualism – or entitlement. We are
members of a community. Our gift of freedom insists that we dedicate ourselves to helping others in their pursuit of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Leave it to St. Paul to warn of the dangers of allowing our freedom to be
tainted by selfish desires and sinful aspirations.
Quit doing nothing- resolve to do something -for the good of your brothers and sisters… for the good of our church… for the good of our Lord!! Stand firm and
make Christ’s commandment to love one another, the foundation of how we
live and act.
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July Study of Galatians & Colossians
Through the month of July, we will be studying passages from Galatians and Colossians… Here is a short introduction…
Mar4n Luther once said: “The Epistle to the Gala4ans is my epistle, to which I have
wedded myself. It is my Catherine Von Bora.” There is excellent reason why Luther would make such a statement! This epistle so clearly proclaims the Gospel
message that sinners are saved, not by works of the law, but by grace alone
through faith alone on account of Christ alone.
Jesus Christ and His work on behalf of sinners is the very heart and center of St. Paul’s
le er to the Churches of Gala4a. Likewise, this was the very heart of the Lutheran Reforma4on, and it remains the very heart of what it means to be a Chris4an
today, for this message never changes. “It’s S ll All about Jesus!”
Paul extends a blessing to the Gala4ans when he writes, “Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” These words are oOen spoken by the
pastor when he begins the sermon. Luther wrote of this gree4ng: “Grace and
peace – these two words embrace the whole of Chris4anity. Grace forgives sin,
and peace s4lls the conscience.”
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July Study of Galatians & Colossians (cont. from page 2)
Every word in Paul’s epistle to the Gala4ans directs you to Jesus, who has given himself
for you. This was the heart of the Reforma4on message, and it remains the very
heart of the Chris4an faith today. Let us ever hold fast to this message!
Intro to Colossians – We Are Made Complete in Christ
How, exactly, have we been made complete in Christ? Where do we find the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge? What does it mean that our lives are hidden in
Him? In Paul’s letter to the Colossians we will explore all these questions and
many more.
Our world is full of deceptive philosophies. Each and every day we are bombarded with
ideas and beliefs that could very easily pull us away from our devotion to God. As
His children, we must be able to identify these ideas when they present themselves and understand that we have been given freedom and fullness through
knowledge of our Lord and Savior.
Paul never met the Christians in Colosse, but he was well aware of the false teachings
which were prevalent in the area. This concern prompted Paul to write this epistle encouraging the believers to continue in faith in Christ.
In chapters 1 and 2, Paul outlines the eternal and divine nature of Christ who has reconciled all things to himself through the cross. In chapters 3 and 4, he gives us the
implications of Christ’s lordship and how we, as believers, are meant to live.
Here are some other themes we will find in this letter:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Supremacy of Christ
False Teachings about the Law
Don’t Be Captive to Deceptive Philosophies
Wisdom in Christ
Put Off sinfulness / Put On Christ
Devotion to Prayer
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July Birthdays
7/2 Breanna Gilson
7/6 Shelley West
7/7 Keira Spano
7/9 Brandon Penn
7/10 David Parsh
7/10 Tanya Plyler
7/11 Kathy Ebner
7/11 Alyvia Burgess
7/12 Ma Zill
7/20 Sarah Samec
7/23 Bill Heider
7/27 Gigi Baughman
7/28 Lydia Watson
7/29 Joe Benne
7/31 Marge Katarzynski
7/31 Judy Nordin
7/31 Gary Watson

Outdoor Worship & Family Picnics
This summer, there will be two outdoor 9:30 AM services
followed by a family picnic. The July 10th Outdoor
Worship / Picnic will be held on the lower level
parking lot. The August 14th Worship / Picnic will be
held in Zuck Park. Hot dogs/rolls, condiments and
drinks provided. A tureen dish to share is welcomed. Bring your own table service and if you’d like, a lawn chair or 2. Further
details will be forthcoming via emails and/or parish notes.

July Anniversaries
7/5 Ian & Caitlyn Stowe
8 yrs.
7/16 Gregg & Marty Harris 45 yrs.
7/26 Ed & Carol Whitbred
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NWPA Synod Assembly Report ~ June 10, 2022 ~ Thiel College
Pastor Karen Parsh with John and Jacque Holmberg as
vo4ng members represented AH.
•

•

Reports of the synod secretary, treasurer, and Bishop
Lozano were reviewed and accepted. The bishop had
two verbal addi4ons: 1. Pastors Jacobsen and Dyson,
both synod staﬀ, were invited to the podium to introduce the assembly to a new synod-wide program.
There are two components to this endeavor: Grace
Walking: Journeying Together Spiritually and Church
Revitaliza4on: Leadership Development. 2. Pastor
Sandra Jones was recognized for her 20 years of faithful service on the synod staﬀ.

the August 2022 “Living Lutheran” magazine.
•

Updates to the Synod Cons4tu4on (por4ons of chapters 7 and 9) were approved.

•

Three Memorials to Churchwide Assembly were considered and approved. 1. about Gun Violence, 2. about
US Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and 3. about Restructuring of the ELCA to plan for the future.

•

The Bulle4n of Reports was reviewed. The Rev. Dr. R.
Guy Erwin, president of United Lutheran Seminary,
was present for ques4ons. Two things of note: ULS
tui4on is free, and through distributed learning 28 denomina4ons are represented in the current student
body.

Pastor Mark Fisher and Roland “Ron” King were reelected as synod secretary and treasurer, respec4vely.
•
VPoll.mobi on our “smart devices” was u4lized for
vo4ng.

•

The synod’s proposed 2023 Budget of $779,461 was
adopted (with projected income coming from 2023
Congrega4onal Commitments, ELCA DEM salary, and
interest revenues).

•

Compensa4on guidelines for our synod staﬀ reﬂect a
2.1 % increase.

•

Our synod’s 2023 ELCA Churchwide Mission Support
formula is 50% of received Congrega4onal Commitments.

•

We welcomed ELCA Churchwide Representa4ve the
Rev. Christopher L. O en, Sr. Director of Federal Chaplaincies. He oversees the 181 ELCA Federal Chaplains
who serve in the military, Veterans Administra4on
hospitals, Bureau of Prisons, and other Federal Agencies. He also supports and coordinates for all Chaplains
within the ELCA, including ACPE, BCC, and CCC Chaplains in hospitals, hospices, and other service agencies
(over 1,000 people!)

•

Pastor Brenda Mar4n gave an update on two Ukrainian families linked to our NWPA Synod because of
friendships made while serving as Lutherlyn camp
counselors in 2001. An ar4cle about this will appear in
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Necrology: Four pastors in our synod died this past
year, including our Pastor Albert U. Gesler and Pastor
Roy Washill.

•

Recogni4ons for Congrega4onal Anniversaries, Rostered Leaders Anniversaries (Special Note: 15 Years
Karen D Parsh, 35 Years Alison L Leitzel, and 50 Years
John K Ludwig and Mar n Roth), and Recogni4on of
Mission Support GiOs took place. Abiding Hope received recogni4on for 100% fulﬁlling our 2021 Mission
Support Congrega4onal Commitment.

•

A Lunch4me Extra: Government and Civic Engagement
Listening Event. The ELCA is in the process of developing a social statement on government, civic engagement, the rela onship of church and state and related
ma4ers. The ELCA presently has a social message 4tled
“Government and Civic Engagement in the United
States: Discipleship in a Democracy” which is available
to read on the ELCA web site. ELCA social statements
are comprehensive documents which address signiﬁcant social issues. The documents are developed via a
ﬁve-year process led by a task force and adopted at
churchwide assemblies. They are intended to aid reﬂec4on and shape conscience and to set forth the
ELCA’s teaching and policy on the major social issues
and ques4ons of contemporary life. Study and wide-
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2022 Synod Report (cont. From page 4)
spread par4cipa4on in theological and moral delibera4on is part of the
process. The study response period for all congrega4ons for this document begins throughout the ELCA in late November.
Note: For addi4onal informa4on please see
h ps://www.northwesternpasynodelca.org/assembly-2022.html, plus
several Assembly handouts which are available in the church narthex.

ELCA World Hunger & Lutheran Disaster Response
Ending hunger isn’t just about food. It’s about access, it’s Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) shares hope, healing
about jus4ce, it’s about caring for crea4on and each
and renewal with people in the United States and
other. It’s about Hope for the world we want to live
around the world whose lives have been disrupted by
in. Ending hunger means recognizing the ways God is
disasters. Your giOs support survivors of disasters as
at work in farming communi4es and the ways God is
they work to rebuild. Lutheran Disaster Response has
calling us all, together, to be a part of the soluhelped 47 countries and 17 states and territories in
4on. ELCA World Hunger has helped 67 countries and
2021.
43 states and territories in 2021.

Wednesday Senior Luncheons
Did I hear someone say - "B17"? We had a great 4me visi4ng and playing bingo on June 8. Not to men4on
how much we enjoyed the ice cream sundaes. With
everyone's busy schedules for the summer, we are
taking July and August oﬀ.
Please mark your calendars for September 7th when Pastor Sandra Jones will join us to talk about "Voca4on
in Daily Life". All are welcomed! We do not card.
Beverages and dessert will be provided to add to

your "brown" bag lunch.
Bethany Outreach and Bethesda Home
are poten4al speakers for October/
November.
I am open to other sugges4ons you might have for speakers or outreach in our community. Looking forward to
seeing all who can a end these fun, learning and caring luncheons.

Analee Cree - Cruise "Luncheon" Coordinator

Please Pray For….
Lew & Jane Penna, Ed Tropper, Roger & Irene Owens, Darcée Anthony - Lon Jenkins’ sister, Norma
Squire, the Gresh Family, Peggy Kaeberlein, Nicole Woomer, Shirley Wolbach-Sheryl Williams’
mother, Cheryl TuOs, Mark Pacileo, Sam & Dorothy Elder, Karri Pacileo, Bonnie Gebhardt, Judy
Nordin, Karen Shick, Milo Mario[, Ruth Hinkson, Don Fuller, Judi Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn
Senger, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, and Joyce Hersperger.
Please call or email Pastor Karen with prayer requests. Phone: 814-881 3266 or the church oﬃce 814-868-8685.
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S e i G es
t P ea
J
3r
Organist Sheryl Williams’
family is visi4ng from
Kiel, Germany (which is in
northern Germany near
the Bal4c Sea). Daughter
Stephanie, and son-inlaw Paul Voland, and
grand-daughters Gabrielle, Charlo e & Madeleine
are in year 3 of a 5-year
mission with the Evangelical Covenant Church.
Prior to Kiel the family
did a 3-year mission stay
in Pinneberg. Stephanie
will preach the sermon
on Sunday July 3rd.

World Hunger
5th Sunday
Church Council has designated each 5th Sunday as
a 4me for members to
contribute ﬁnancial support to help meet the
needs of a hungry world.
Pew envelopes are available in the pews for cash
and check dona4ons. If
using a check, make it
payable to Abiding Hope,
indica4ng ELCA World
Hunger in the memo line,
and place your giO in the
oﬀering plate. Support
the World Hunger project
on July 31st. Thank you.
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Council Recap of June 7 Zoom Meeting
Pastor presented a Milestone Ministry Plan that the council voted on
and passed. The funds to support this will come from the Chris4an
Educa4on budget. Want to know more, please ask Pastor or a
Council member.
Giving is about $7,000 behind expenses. Again, we look to "Erie Gives" in August
when dona4ons are increased due to percentage match, to help rebound.
Looking to stream line our commi ee to "5" in hopes of greater par4cipa4on from
the congrega4on.
Permission to have a ﬁre pit dug for VBS granted. The township and insurance were
contacted prior for permission and proper loca4on.
Contact will be made with Reliable about cost to stake and move some trees.
Abiding Hope family, as you can see, we met via Zoom again. This allows all members
to a end without the travel expense and 4me and health concerns. Your council
keeps on keeping on, even during the summer, as we pray our members will.
Having one service at 9:30 allows us to reconnect with members who a end a
diﬀerent 4me during the fall and winter. It has been fulﬁlling to get to know each
other and share during the "Town Hall Mee4ngs". The power and love of our
Abiding Hope family certainly refuels my tank and the cost is not $5 a gallon and
it lasts all week. We hope you join us in person and as always, we are here for
you.
Respec\ully submi ed by: Analee Cree - Council Secretary

Ladies Night Out—Sunset Grill on Edinboro Lake
On Thursday, July 21st at 5:30, the ladies will meet for an evening of dinner, laughs and good conversa4on at Sunset Grill on
beau*ful Edinboro Lake. Join us for this 4me of fellowship,
and good food. No agenda, just a fun 4me with friends (both
older and newer). Note the band starts at 6:30.Please
contact Jacque Holmberg at 814-490-4470 by July 19th
to RSVP. If you need a ride or if you are able to be a
driver, please let Jacque know. Drivers and riders will
meet at AH at 5:00. All ladies are welcome.

Can’t make it to worship on Sunday? Sunday services are livestreamed on Facebook each Sunday at 9:30 or available on the website any*me. Check them
out! h ps://www.facebook.com/pg/abidinghopeerie/posts &
www.abidinghopeerie.org
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Family / Town Hall Meeting Recap
On June 19th the congrega4on gathered aOer the 9:30 service to enjoy coﬀee, tea, and homemade
treats and enjoy ge[ng together for the monthly Family Town Hall mee4ng. Past and future
events and opportuni4es along with good conversa4on were enjoyed by all. Topics discussed included:
•

VBS was an outstanding success. An average of 20-some kids and as many teenage and adult volunteers shared a
fun-ﬁlled week.. See page 12 for photos and highlights.

•

Boscov’s 20% Oﬀ Discount Days returns this October.

•

The refurnishing of upholstered goods and pain4ng of Narthex walls has been put on hold un4l Fall.

•

We will enjoy a monthly Outdoor Worship and family picnic in July and another in August. See page 3 for more informa4on.

•

Op4ons for a Summer Bible Study, perhaps on the book of Revela4on, was discussed. It was decided to put it on
hold un4l Fall.

•

Jacque and John Holmberg and Pastor Karen a ended Synod Conven4on on June 10th. Conven4on minutes are
available on pages 4 and 5 of this newsle er.

•

Senior Luncheons are on hiatus un4l September. See page 5 for more informa4on.

Green Corner

NWPA Synod Green Team
Earth Friendly Celebra ons

Here are some ideas for “greening-up” your next get together:
•

Subs4tute throw-away plas4c table covers with bedding sheets (lots of great designs) or butcher/craO
paper (furnish crayons or makers for guests to decorate)

•

Use paper lanterns (that can be collapsed to use again) instead of balloons

•

Choose party favors wisely:
1. Select paper bags rather than plas4c
2. Give a book to young a endees, related to the party theme
3. Give a photo frame (can be decorated) with a picture of the guest(s)

•

Consider “no giOs/hostess thank yous” or be er yet, encourage a endees to bring a dona4on for the
area animal shelter or food pantry

•

Subs4tute plas4c tableware and straws with paper goods (compostable ones are best!)

•

Having a large number of guests? Provide markers or labels for their cups, so only one per person is
needed.

•

Provide labeled trash bags, separa4ng landﬁll and recyclable items.
The Green Team’s purpose is to “raise awareness of and advocate for the care of crea*on”. Our mission is to support and encourage crea*on care ministries, raise awareness, model crea*on care advocacy consistent with ELCA teachings in our faith communi*es and public life.
nwpasynodgreenteam@gmail.com
h ps://www.northwesternpasynodelca.org/nwpa-green-team.html
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July Gospels at a Glance
Adapted from commentaries written by professors from
at our worst, when we struggle in the
Luther Seminary and Sundays and Seasons
depths and cry out for help. Even
when we cannot or will not cry out,
JULY 3 - Luke 10:1-20 Jesus the Lord appointed seventy[a]
mercy and grace come into our lives through Jesus. So
two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to
whether you are on the road or in the ditch, Jesus even
every town and place where he was about to go. He
now is coming for you.
told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few . FOCUS: Evangelism 101 Perhaps the biggest
JULY 17 – Luke 10:38-42 “Martha asked, Lord, don’t you
challenge facing the mainline Protestant church in
care that my sister has left me to do the work by myNorth America today, is that pretty much our whole
self? Tell her to help me! FOCUS: Mary listens to Jesus
plan of how to do ministry is designed to welcome peoIt is an art to listen to the voice of Jesus Christ in our
ple in to hear the good news. But, for all sorts of reaprayers when our minds are tempted to run so fast and
sons, fewer people are coming in on their own now.
far away. It is an art to listen to the voice of Christ as we
are absorbed in reading the Bible when our minds are
God’s people are sent out into the world to serve in the
tempted to think about other things. Listening is a gift
name of Jesus. In this gospel text we are again remindof oneself to the other, a centering, a concentrating of
ed that the gospel message is to be shared in more
oneself on the other, on Jesus Christ, and listening to
than just words. We share the message by welcoming
his voice. Martha may have scrubbed kitchen dishes,
others, sharing bread with the hungry, and oﬀering
but Mary knew how to listen to Christ, and we are encompassion to the aﬄicted. Yet our bap4sm also recouraged to follow her example.
minds us that God has ﬁrst come near to us in the life,
death, and resurrec4on of Christ—a rela4onship that is JULY 24 – Luke 11:1-13 One day Jesus was praying in a
certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples
like a mother comfor4ng a child. The promise that God
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught
is near in Christ compels us to live faithfully and comhis disciples.”
FOCUS: Why & How to PRAY These
passionately, wherever our journeys take us. Jesus says,
I am sending you out, but I'm not sending you unpreare the four Biblical facts about prayer: 1) Jesus was a
pared: I'm giving you good news to share and partners
person of devout prayer; 2) Jesus wanted his disciples
to go with you and help share it. That will be enough;
to be people of devout prayer; 3) We are to pray with
go, and you will see.
perseverance and persistence, with passion and confidence; and 4) Prayer is effective and changes not only
JULY 10 – Luke 10:25-37 “Jesus answered, “‘Love the Lord
us but the heart and mind of God.
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength and with all your mind; and, ‘Love JULY 31 – Luke 12:13-21 “But God said to him, ‘You
your neighbor as yourself.’
FOCUS: Who is my
fool! This very night your life will be demanded from
neighbor? My neighbor, the alien, is among us today
you. Then who will get what you have prepared for
and too oOen I fail to recognize him or her as a child of
yourself?’ FOCUS: The Parable of the Rich Fool! In
God. Would-be neighbors in need go untouched. Opthe way we use water and food, in the way we use our
portuni4es for deep, profound friendship and reconcilimoney and resources and in our care of all of creation,
a4on pass us by.
we can be "rich toward God" by becoming much more
responsible stewards of what we have been blessed
Jesus is not just giving us a comfortable morality tale rewith, and this becomes especially true and personal
minding us to be nice, helpful, generous people. Inwhen we begin to realize that our abundance is not
stead Jesus is proclaiming the good news of the kingmeant to be consumed solely by us, but must be prodom. God’s grace comes to us through the cross. God’s
tected, cared for and properly distributed.
grace comes to us even—and especially—when we are
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ERIE GIVES 2022
TUESDAY AUGUST 9
8AM – 8PM
www.ErieGives.org
please select Abiding Hope
Lutheran Church
It's that 4me of year! Erie Gives is right around the corner and Abiding Hope is asking for your help.
DONATIONS: Minimum giO amount = $25. No max!
Each dona4on will be enhanced with a prorated
match.
CREDIT CARDS: Only Visa, MasterCard and Discover will
be accepted. There is a small credit card fee (usually
2.5-3%) deducted from online dona4ons. Donors do
not pay the credit card processing fee. How this
works, for example, if you make a $100 giO to a nonproﬁt, you receive the full $100 tax write oﬀ, but the
nonproﬁt receives $97.
Throughout the 12-hour period, you can check how well
the nonproﬁts are doing on the Erie Gives website,
The Erie Community Founda4on’s website, Facebook and Twi er.

at www.ErieGives.org (the form will be available
for download beginning June 20, 2022)
Checks must be received by The Erie Community
Founda4on (459 West 6th Street, Erie, PA 16507)
no later than Monday, August 8, 2022. Please be
sure to mail your forms and checks in 4me for
the Post Oﬃce to deliver them to the Erie Community Founda4on by August 8. Do not bring or
mail your checks to the church oﬃce. Don’t wait
un4l the last minute – mail your checks and forms in
early!

TAX RECEIPT: AOer dona4ng, donors will receive an
email receipt which should be saved for tax purposes. Abiding Hope will receive a list of donors (unless
you choose to remain anonymous) and we will send
out an acknowledgement thank-you le er. But Erie
Gives dona4ons will not be reﬂected on your AHLC
contribu4on statement – that is why it is important
that you retain the email receipt you receive from
Erie Gives. If you do not have an email address,
please call Erie Gives at 814-454-0843.

HISTORY: Abiding Hope joined Erie Gives in 2018: 29
donors $14,487.81. 2019: 34 donors $19,329.91.
2020: 27 donors $17,504.26. 2021: 23 donors
CHECKS: All check dona4ons will receive the prorated
$20,208.97 This unique giving day has been incredimatch just like online dona4ons but please note that
bly successful for us and you can help us con4nue
in past years, there have been no processing fees
that success this year!
deducted from check dona4ons! There are a few
rules for check dona4ons:
Thank you for considering a dona4on to Abiding Hope
through Erie Gives.
• Checks must be made out to The Erie Community
For addi4onal informa4on or if you have any ques4ons,
please go online to www.ErieGives.org or contact
All check dona4ons must be accompanied by a Check
Pat Wenzel (Financial Secretary) or any council
Dona4on Form. You can download the form online
member.
Founda4on.
•

Gently Used Clothes, Other Stuff More
Bethany Outreach - Doing some cleaning out and upA reminder that we are s4ll collec4ng gently used
da4ng? Remember your gently used clothing, shoes,
shoes and boots of all sizes. They are donathousehold items, toys, children's items can be donated to Chosen, on W 26th St, which is an Interna4onal
ed. All items are given out without charge. Thank
Ministry sharing the Love of Christ. You can drop the
you Analee Cree -814-397-6168.
shoes (pairs only please) in the Heritage Room.
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Pastor
Rev Karen Parsh
Oﬃce Assistant
Denise Miller
Coordinator of

In Case You Missed It…..Abiding Hope News
On June 5th, Pentecost Sunday, Diana and Richard Stoker and Karen
Shick became members of Abiding Hope. The Stokers have been
a ending since the pandemic and are a wonderful addi4on to the
Abiding Hope family. Karen a ends regularly with the
Gresh family since moving to Erie from Sheﬃeld and is a
smiling face for all. Congratula4ons to all.
On June 12th Kerigan Saska was recognized for her recent
gradua4on from Ft LeBoeuf High School. Pastor Karen recognized Kerigan at the 9:30 am worship service and presented
her with a prayer shawl, card, personalized wooden cross and giO to send her
oﬀ on a wonderful, promising future. Congratula4ons Kerigan.

Music Ministry
Sheryl Williams
Sexton
Kayla Miller

Music Notes ~ Choir News

2022 Church Council
President
Andy Saska
Vice-President
Penny Gresh
Secretary
Analee Cree
Treasurer
John Holmberg
Financial Secretary
Pat Wenzel
Council Members

The choir is on hiatus for the summer but we will resume weekly rehearsals in September. Choir is a great way to connect with other church members, so we hope
that many more of you will consider joining the choir in the fall. We also invite
former choir members to consider coming back in the fall. We miss you!
During the summer months there is a need for special music. Please contact Sheryl if
you would be willing to provide a solo or know anyone who
might be interested in playing or singing during a worship service. Maybe you have a rela4ve who will be visi4ng and
might want to share their giO?
Blessings and have a wonderful summer!
S

+./ W123i#m ~ Music Coordinator

Pastor Karen Parsh
Judi Pacileo
Lois Kuhns
Lon Jenkins
Dave Cunning
Michele Rion
Pray with us and join
with us as we seek
to live in a loving
community with one
another and share the
hope of Jesus Christ with
those who need it most!
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KAFP July Items
The KAFP con4nues to provide food and personal care items bimonthly to the over 60 KAFP par4cipa4ng families in our area.
Each month members are invited to donate needed personal care
items for distribu4on the following month. A KAFP basket is in the
Church Cry Room. July is Laundry Products

Current Fund Report
May Income:
May Expenses:
May Diﬀerence:

$ 9,586.99 Year to Date Income: $ 41,981.92
$10,809.05 Year to Date Expenses: $ 51,328.68
$ -1,022.06 Year to date Diﬀerence: $ -9,346.76
Year to Date Budget: $ 53,167

Abiding Hope Lutheran Church

July 2022
2402 W Grandview Blvd. Erie PA † 814-868-8685 † www.abidinghopeerie.org
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

June 28

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Overeaters Anonymous 10:30

Gem City Concert
Band 7 PM ~ Bring
your friends, lawn
chairs and enjoy!
It’s FREE!

3 4th Sunday of

4

5

Pentecost ~ Worship at 9:30 Bible
Study 10:30
Sheryl William’s
daughter is preaching, see page 6.

Al-Anon 7:30 PM

10

11

6

7

8

Overeaters Anonymous 10:30

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 Tops 9am

12

5th Sunday of Pentecost ~ Outdoor
Worship at 9:30 and
Family Picnic at 11.
See page 3 for info.

13

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 Tops 9 AM
Church Council
mtg. 6:30 PM

9

14

15

16
Overeaters Anonymous 10:30

KAFP Volunteers
9 AM In-person
distribu4on 10-11

Al-Anon 7:30 PM

17

18

19

6th Sunday of Pentecost Worship at
9:30—Town Hall
mee*ng at 10:30
Al-Anon 7:30 PM

24

20

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 Tops 9 AM

25

RSVP DL for Ladies
Night Out at Sunset Grill. See pg. 6.

26

7th Sunday of Pentecost
Worship at 9:30
Bible Study 10:30

27

Ministry Mtg. @ 10 Tops 9 AM
Newsle er
mailed

21
Ladies Night
Out at 5:30
Sunset Grill
See pg. 6.

28

22

23
Overeaters Anonymous 10:30

Newsle er DL

29

KAFP Volunteers
9 AM In-person
distribu4on 10-11

30
Overeaters Anonymous 10:30

Al-Anon 7:30 PM

31 8th Sunday of
Pentecost Worship
at 9:30—Bible Study
10:30-5th Sunday
World Hunger Appeal

Plan to a(end the July 10th Outdoor Worship & picnic in the lower
level parking lot. Hot dogs/rolls, condiments and drinks provided. A
tureen dish to share is welcomed. Bring your own table service and if
you’d like, a lawn chair or 2. The August 14th Worship & Picnic to be
held at Zuck Park. Come and enjoy!
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Over 25 kids from age 3 to Grade 5 (and as
many adult and teenage volunteers) gathered together Sunday June 12th through
16th from 6 to 8:30 PM at Abiding Hope, for
CAMP EDGE (Experience & Discover God
Everywhere). New Hope, St Paul’s and Abiding Hope Lutheran coordinated this joint
venture. Kids enjoyed a fun-ﬁlled and songﬁlled opening and closing, Bible story 4me
with the pastors, Discovery (science 4me),
craOs, snack and games and recrea4on every evening plus a campﬁre with s’mores on the
ﬁnal night. A great 4me was held by campers and counselors alike. Special thanks to all who par4cipated.

VBS 2022
June 12 –16

