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Prelude ~ Adult Choir:  Calypso Alleluia    

 
Welcome one and allé 
This  morning,  we  say  goodbye  to  the  old  year  and  look  with  hope  and  
anticipation  into  the  new  year.   
Though the darkness is deep, the Light of the World guides our way.  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,   нone God,  

the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.   Amen.  
 

Trusting the goodness and loving  kindness of God our Savior, let us confess 
our sin.  

 

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and 
call us to be messengers of your peace.  

We confess that too often we hoard our joy,  our resources, and our 
secu rity.  We nurture conflict and build barriers.  
 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors  and ignore the groaning of 
creation.  
Have mercy on us.  
 

Where we are self - centered, open our hearts.  
Where we are reluctant, give us courage.  
Where we are cynical, restore  our trust.  
Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal life 
in you.   Amen.  
 
 

The Festival of  Lessons and Carols  has been a 
service of  worship  celebrating the New Year  that 
tells the full story of the Messiahé starting with 
Mankindôs need for a savior, the promise of 
the  Messiah , and the birth of Jesus, as told in 
short  Bible  readings from Genesis, the prophetic 
books and the Gospels, interspersed with the 
singing of  carols , hymns  and choir music.  
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Hear the good news:  We are children of God and heirs of Godôs promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  In   нJesus we are forgiven and 

redeemed.  Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth  shall know the 
salvation of God.  Amen.  

 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory  
vs. 1,4  
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Prayer of the Day  
Heavenly Father,  
you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our 
salvation. Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen.  
 
Please b e seated  

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 1   
 
 

In the beginning, O God, there was only you: Creator, Word and Breath. 
And from that beginning we see our birth. From that beginning we see our 
salvation. From that beginning we see our source of life.  
 

1  In the beginning  God created  the heavens  and the  
earth.   
2  Now the earth was formless  and empty,    
darkness was over the surface of the deep,  and the  
Spirit of God  was hovering  over the waters.  
3  And God said,  ñLet there be light,ò and there was light.  
4  God saw that the light was good,  and he separated the  
light from the darkness.  5  God called  the light ñday,ò and the  
darkness he called ñnight.ò And there was evening, and  
there was morning ðthe first day.  
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         When Long before Time    vs. 1, 2  
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SECOND LESSON: Numbers 6:22 -27  
God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the Aaronic 
benediction, in blessing the people of Israel. We too are marked with Godôs 
name and Godôs blessing as we are sent from our assemblies into the world.  
 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 
Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them,  24The LORD bless 
you and keep you;  25 the  LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious  to you;  26 the  LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace.  27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.  
 

      Lo, How a Rose Eôer Blooming   vs.1,2  
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THIRD LESSON:  Isaiah 11:1 - 10  
 

The king is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor and 

peace for all of God's creation.  

1  Out of the stump of Davidôs family will grow a shoot ð yes, a new Branch 

bearing fruit from the old root.  
2  And the Spirit of the  LORD will rest on him ð the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding,  the Spirit of counsel and might,  the Spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the  LORD. 
3  He will delight in obeying the  LORD.  He will not judge by appearance  nor 

make a decision based on hearsay.  
4  He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the exploited. 

The earth will shake at the force of his word,  

and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked.  
5  He will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like an undergarment.  
6  In  that day the wolf and the lamb will live together; the leopard will lie 

down with the baby goat. The calf and the yearling will be safe with the 

lion, and a little child will lead them all.  
7  The cow will graze near the bear.  The cub and the calf will lie  down 

together.  The lion will eat hay like a cow.  
8  The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. Yes, a little child will put 

its hand in a nest of deadly snakes without harm.  
9  Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,  for as the waters  fill 

the sea,  so the earth will be filled with people who know the  LORD. 
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In the Bleak Midwinter  

 vs. 1, 2  
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FOURTH LESSON: Luke 1:46 -55  

Mary declares her joy at bearing Godôs son 

Maryôs Song of Praise 

46  And Mary  said, ñMy soul magnifies the Lord, 
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48  for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from 
now on all generations will call me blessed,  
49  for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  and holy is his name;  
50  indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 

generation.    

51  He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.  
52  He has brought  down the powerful from their thrones  
and lifted up the lowly; 53  he has filled the hungry with good things and sent 
the rich away empty.  
54  He has come to the aid of his child Israel,  
    in remembrance of his mercy,  
55  according to the promise he made to  our ancestors,  
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.ò 
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Maryôs Song ~The Magnificat 
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FIFTH LESSON: Galatians 4:4 -7 

Paul proclaims the ultimate significance of the nativity: Jesus was born the 

Son of God so that, because of him, we all may be Godôs children. 
 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as children.  6And because you are children, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ñAbba! Father!ò  
7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, 
through God.  
 

                      [[  

 

 

Once in Royal Davidôs City  
vs. 1, 2  
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Please stand  

Gospel: Luke 2:1 ð21  

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered.  2  This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3  All  went to their own towns to be 
registered.  4  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David.  5  He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom h e was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6  While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7  And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place in the guest r oom. [ a]   

 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8  Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  9  Then an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified.  10  But the angel said to them, ñDo not be afraid, for see, I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11  to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, [ b]  the Lord.   
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12  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.ò 13  And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, [ c]  praising God and saying,  15When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ñLet us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known  to us.ò 16So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  17When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;  18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them.  
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he 

was called  Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in 
the womb.  

 

MARY'S LITTLE BOY CHILD  
 

Long time ago in Bethlehem  
So the holy Bible say, Mary's boy child ï Jesus Christ,  
Was born on Christmas day.  
 

Hark now hear the angels sing the new king's born today,  
And man will live forever more,   
Because of Christmas day.  

  

       While shepherds watched their flocks by night,  
They saw a bright new shining star,  And hear a choir  
from heaven sing; The music f rom afar.  
 

Hark now hear the angels sing the new king's born today,  
And man will live forevermore,  
Because of Christmas day.  

 

Now Joseph and his wife Mary  Came to Bethlehem that night;  
They found no place to bear her child;  
Not a single room was in sight.  
 

By and by they found a nook  In a stable all forlorn,  

And in a manger cold and dark,  
Mary's little boy child was born.  
 

Trumpets sound and angels sing; Listen to what they say,  
That man will live forevermore,   
Because of Christmas day.  
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Prayers of Intercession    

United with the great cloud of witnesses throughout the ages, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all who are in need. A brief silence.  
Guide your church to confess that Jesus is Lord. Fill us with wonder at the 
good and saving news of Jesus. May we treasure your words and meditate 
upon them, that we reveal your glory to the world with humility and hope.  
Hear us, O God.  
    Your mercy is great.  
Your name, O God, is majestic in all the earth. You set the moon and stars 
in their courses. You are mindful of every work of your hand: flocks and 
cattle, birds and fish, seas and fields. Make us wise stewards of your 
creation.  Hear us, O God.  
    Your mercy is great.  

Bless the nations with your grace and peace. Inspire and uphold treaties, 
cease - fires, and international agreements that seek to calm strife between 
nations. Shield all those who work to protect vulnerable populations from 
exploitatio n or danger. Hear us, O God.  
    Your mercy is great.  
We cry, ñAbba! Father!ò as we seek your loving care in times of need. Heal 
those wounded by hurtful words. Console all who are weighed down by 
depression and anxiety. Call by name any who feel unloved, misunderstood, 
or rejected. Heal the sick especially :  Ed T. Dave P, Judy ,  Karri,  Sandy , 
Trudy & Christian, Jo, Sally & Matt, Sharron, Esther, John, Emily, Dick & 

Diana,  Don & June, Norma, the Gresh Family, Nicole,  Sam & Dorothy, Judi, 
Karen, Ruth, Don F, Carrie, Evelyn, Joyce, Jack & Marjorie, Roger & Irene.   
Hear us, O God.  
    Your mercy is great.  
Reveal yourself to us in the fullness of time, O God. Give us gratitude for 
what has been and hope for what is to come. Grace us with your presence 
during transitions: new jobs or schools, new homes, new diagnoses, or new 
relationships. Hear us, O God.  
    Your mercy is great.  
With thanksgiving, we remember all the saints who proclaimed the name of 
Jesus in life and w ho now rest in glory. Show us our inheritance as adopted 

heirs of eternal life. Hear us, O God.  
    Your mercy is great.  
In the company of your saints we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your eternal mercy and love; through Jesus Christ our Savior  and Lord.   
     Amen.  
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PEACE   

Peace be with you.  And also with you.  
 

 
 

COMMUNION  
 
 
 

 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER   
 

Let us pray. Lord of Christmas and New Beginnings,  
We are mindful of the supreme gift that you gave us in a manger  at 
Bethlehem. Humbly we offer our gifts of service and possessions in 
joyful thanksgiving for the love you have shown us. Accept these 
gifts for the sake of your Son who was born to us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen  
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
Know that the Lord is your God.  
And great is our God. Amen.  
Praise the name of the Lord!  
Give thanks to the God who saves us! Amen!  
 

Psalm 96  
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the 
Lord and bless his name; proclaim the good news of his salv ation from day 
to day. Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all 
peoples.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise Christ the Lord!  
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all peop le for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering Christ, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory.  Amen.  
 

Please be seated  
 

The Distribution of Communion  
At Abiding Hope all believers are welcome to share Holy Communion at the table of the Lord. 
After receiving the bread, (gluten free) you may receive wine from the chalice poured into 
individual glasses or you may choose pre-poured grape juice (in center of  tray) as an alternative.  
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May the body and blood of the risen and saving Lord Jesus the Christ, bless 
and keep you forever in Godôs grace. Amen.  
 

This is the celebration of Godôs love among us.  
 

Let us pray as Christ taught usé 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptat ion, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

COMMUNION HYMNS  
ELW 270  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

ELW 278  Away in a Manger  
ELW 284  óTwas in the Moon of Wintertime 
ELW 288  Good Christian  Friends, Rejoice!  
 

SEVENTH LESSON John 1:1 ï14  
1  In the beginning was the Word,  and the Word was with God,  and the Word 
was God.  2  He was with God in the beginning.   
3  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made.   In him was life,  and that life was the light  of all 
mankind.  5  The light shines in the darkness,  and the darkness has not 
overcome  ité 
9  The true light  that gives light to everyone  was coming into the world.   He 
was in the world, and though the world was made  through him,  the world 
did not recognize him.  11  He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him.   
12  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed  in his name,  he 
gave the right to become children of God ð13  children born not of  natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husbandôs will, but born of God.14  The 
Word became flesh  and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
lory,  the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace  and truth.  
 

Please stand  

SENDING PRAYER    
God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, 
truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as 
messengers of your p eace. Make us shine with the good news of 
your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, o ur Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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BENEDICTION  
Go into the Light of God's eternal, inspiring Love. Go to be those who bring 
peace, love, hope and joy. And God will always be with you. Amen.  
  

 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
Joy to the World  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


