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"TO GO AGAINST ONE'S CONSCIENCE IS NEITHER SAFE NOR RIGHT 

 HERE I STAND, I CANNOT DO OTHERWISE." 
from Luther's second appearance before the Imperial Diet at Worms, 1521 

 

INTRODUCTION 
On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the gospel of Christ—the good news—that makes us free! 

We pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to unite the church today in its proclamation and witness to the 

world. In the waters of baptism we are made one body; we pray for the day that all Christians will also be one 

at the Lord's table. 
 

PRELUDE ~  
     

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS ~  
 
 

A GOD-LIVED LIFE STEWARDSHIP ~ COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
Today is Commitment Sunday. We ask that you place all of your challenge cards, along with your financial 

pledge card in the offering plate, if you have not already done so. Blank copies are available in the 

narthex. We wait expectantly and confidently that all cards will be received by November 13. You may 

also return your commitments to the church office. 
 

Remember the words which kicked off our “a God-Lived life Stewardship Challenge”: “The only way we 

can live for God is because Jesus Christ lived, died, and lived again for us first. Our God-lived lives are a 

response to his life and love for us. Living as Christians, as “little Christs”, we have the privilege of 

demonstrating what God looks like in how we live our lives, in living lives that show God. 
 

We give thee but thine own, what’re the gift may be; all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O 

Lord from thee. May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, and gladly, as thou blesses 

us, to thee our first fruits give Lord of light, your name outshining all the stars and suns of 

space, use our talents in your kingdom as the servants of your grace; use us to fulfill your purpose 

in the gift of Christ your Son. In gratitude and humble trust, we bring our best today to serve 

your cause and share your love with all along life’s way. O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus 

Christ your Son, teach us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done. Amen. 
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GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 

People: If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and   

just, will forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all  

unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 

Pastor: Almighty and most merciful God, 
 

All: We confess that we are unworthy servants. We have not always acted as children of God. We 

confess that we have left undone things we should have done, and we have done and said things 

that we should not have done and said. For those times when we have sinned against you even 

unintentionally, we ask your forgiveness. We truly deserve only condemnation. But we pray that 

you, for the sake of Jesus Christ, your obedient and faithful Son, will forgive us and increase our 

faith, that we may rise to live before you in righteousness and true holiness. 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For 

his sake, and in his name, I proclaim to you the grace and mercy of God, by which he forgives our sin and 

cleanses us from all unrighteousness. 

People: Amen.  Thanks be to God! 

 

REFORMATION DIALOG:  

A. Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

C. And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  

A. There is one Body and one Spirit;  

C. There is one hope in God's call to us;  

A. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  

C. One God and Father of all.  

A. Blessed be God who sustains and protects his Holy Church.  

C. And blessed be God who guides and confirms us in our Faith. Amen. Alleluia! 

 

GATHERING HYMN ~ ELW 504  A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

 

GREETING                                                                                                                               

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.  And also with you.  
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   KYRIE                                            Sung in Unison 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 

comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE... 

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.  

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.  

This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.  

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31–34  
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 

their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM: 46   8:30a Spoken   10:30a Sung Responsively Tone 1 
    
1God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present | help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 

and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

God shall help it at the | break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.  
7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; I will be exalted among the nations;  

    I will be exalted | in the earth.” 

 11The LORD of | hosts is with us; the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19–28  
   19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will 

be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of 

sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law 

and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 

is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 

atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his 
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divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed;                      cont’d   
26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has 

faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but 

by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the 

law.   Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 8:31–36  
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

     31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be 

made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So 

if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”   
 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED with Luther’s Explanations 
 

P  The First Article of the Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

   Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

C  What does this mean? 

P  Luther’s Explanation: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that he has given me my 

body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason, and all my senses, and still takes care of 

them; 
 

R1 He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, 

   and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.  
 

C  He defends me against all danger and guards and preserves me from all evil. All this he does out of 

   fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty  

   to thank, praise, serve, and obey him. This is most certainly true. 

                                                                       cont’d 
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P  The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed: And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who  

   was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

   crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the  

   dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From   

   thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

C  What does this mean? 
 

P  Luther’s Explanation: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from   

   eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, 

   a lost and condemned creature. 

R2 He purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with  

   gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death.  
 

C  In order that I may be his own and live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting  

   righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from the dead, lives and reigns 

   to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 
 

P  The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

   everlasting. Amen. 

C  What does this mean? 
 

P  Luther’s Explanation: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ,  

   my Lord, or come to him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with his  

   gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith;  
 

R3 In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on  

   earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in this Christian Church he daily  

   and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  
 

C  On the Last Day he will raise up me and all the dead, and will give eternal life to me and all 

believers in Christ. This is most certainly true. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING ~ Choir: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

OFFERTORY ~ ELW 884   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 

possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 

one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In grateful response to God's endless bounty of grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

those in need. A brief silence 

Wisdom of God, inspire your church to continue in your word. Where it is in error, purify it. Where it is 

true, sustain it. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Lord, in your mercy, 

    hear our prayer. 

God, you are in the midst of our cities and towns, our nations and our communities. Let your justice reign 

in all these places. Be with all those who serve in our military that they may experience peace even as 

they seek to uphold your peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

    hear our prayer. 

Give strength and hope to those who are in bondage to oppression, poverty, or illness. Through your 

healing touch, free those who are sick, especially: Alane, Sandra & Ralph, Sandy, Cindy & Rich, Tracy, 

Sheila, Trudy & Christian, Jo, Karen, Ed T, Matt, Sharron, Esther, John, Ernie, Christine, Emily, Dick & 

Diana, Lew & Jane, Don & June, Roger & Irene, Norma, Nicole, Sam & Dorothy, Judi, Karen, Ruth, Don F, 

Judy, Carrie, Evelyn, Joyce, Jack & Marjorie.  Lord, in your mercy, 

    hear our prayer. 

Through your Son you have freed us from sin and death, giving us the hope and promise of eternal life. 

Comfort with this promise all who mourn and at the last draw us to your holy city. Lord, in your mercy, 

    hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through 

Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                     
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.                                                 

Let us give thanks to God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, 

O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 

Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 

You have filled all creation with light and life; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 

the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and 

was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ's body and blood may live to the praise 

of your glory 

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the 

ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

At Abiding Hope all believers are welcome to share Holy Communion at the table of the Lord. After receiving 

the bread, you may receive wine from the challis poured into individual glasses or you may choose pre-poured 

grape juice as an alternative. Gluten free wafers are also available upon request.  

 
 

COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen.  
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LAMB of GOD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS ~         As the Deer   pg. 10 

                      ELW 654  The Church’s One Foundation 
 

PASTORAL BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. Amen.            
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray.  

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation  

you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of 

your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

 

BLESSING   
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN ~ ELW 886   Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  

  

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Christ is with you.                                                                                                   

Thanks be to God.  
 

 

POSTLUDE ~ 
 

Sundays/Seasons.com. Copyright ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. CCLI 11354605-A. Copyright ©2022 One License, LLC.  

All rights reserved. WOV copyright ©1995 Augsburg Press 
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 COMMUNION HYMN ~ As the Deer 
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REFORMATION DAY 
 

On this date in 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 Theses (propositions) on the door of the Wittenberg 

Castle Church as an invitation to debate the sale of indulgences for forgiveness. That event sparked a 

reform movement that eventually led to a Lutheran church and separate denominations. While there is 

much sorrow in the disunity which the Reformation caused, Luther did establish the idea that the 

Church is always in need of reform in the light of the gospel. Luther's primary principal that Christians 

are justified by God's grace through faith in Christ has also found universal acceptance among de-

nominations. Today we pray for church unity, for the purity of God's word, and for a church that is 

always open to reform and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

PARISH NOTES ~ October 30, 2022 
 

Altar Flowers given to the Glory of God, 

from the Ministry Team 
 

 

 

Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God, 

 In Memory of Gordon and Mark Wunch,from Carol Wunch  
 

THIS MORNING Between services join us for the Reformation Day/Commitment Celebration 

Breakfast. Let’s begin our “God-lived lives” today with some delicious breakfast casserole, sausage, 

hash browns, and Great Fellowship!  

 (Free-will offerings will be accepted to cover expenses 
 
 

No Bible Study this morning 
 

  Please pray for: Alane Zlotnicki, Sandy & Ralph Jones, Sandy Pacileo, Cindy & Rich Filson, Tracy, Shelia 

Palson-Jeanne Tropper’s sister, Trudy & Christian Mueller, Jo Critchfield, Karen Penna, Ed Tropper, 

Matt Zill, Sharron Sontheimer, Esther Klakamp, John Litzel, Don & June Morey, Diana & Dick Stoker, 

Christine & Emily Stoker, Lew & Jane Penna, Roger & Irene Owens, Norma Squire, the Gresh family, 

Nicole Woomer, Sam & Dorothy Elder, Karen Shick, Ruth Hinkson, Don Fuller, Judi Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, 

Evelyn Senger, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, and Joyce Hersperger. 
 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE: Offering two weekly Holy Communion services @ 8:30a & 10:30a. 

The 10:30a service will live-stream on Facebook and then post to the AHLC web page. Please check 

parish notes or our web site for any changes to times for worship or bible classes. Enjoy BIBLE CLASS 

Sunday mornings  between services @ 9:30a. All are welcome.  
 

TODAY is World Hunger 5th Sunday:. Abiding Hope council has designated each 5th Sunday as a time 

for members to contribute financial support to help meet the needs of a hungry world. Pew envelopes 

are available in the pews for cash and check donations. If using a check, make it payable to Abiding 

Hope, indicating ELCA World Hunger in the memo line, and place your gift in the offering plate.   

 

This morning is the last day to return your memorial form in the offering plate for the All Saints  

Observance or bring into office tomorrow, October 31. Forms on narthex table. 
 

Wednesday, November 2: Senior BYOBB Luncheon. Hear what Bethesda Children's Home does to help  

our youth in our area and beyond. Please join us as we learn the power of Bethesda and their Christmas  

Gift program, that we have supported by our outreach of gifts and love, for children in need. As always  

beverage and dessert will be provided at the lunch. 
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Sunday, November 6: One worship service, @ 9:30a for All Saints Sunday, to remember our loved 

ones who have passed away. Coffee hour will follow @ 10:30a.  
 

 

Sunday, November 6: Confirmation Class @ AHLC ~ 11:30a:  The confirmation program is to teach 

the confirmands about Christ and how to grow relationships with one another. Class 11/13 St. Paul’s.  
 

Sunday, November 13: FAMILY TOWN HALL MEETING between services @ 9:30a. Please plan to 

attend with any ideas or questions about your church. 
 

Wednesday November 16 @ 1:00pm: Prayer Warrior group, led by new member Jerry Vogt and 

Pastor Karen, will meet in the sanctuary. The group meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month to pray 

for our nation and the world in crisis, those affected by illness or grieving the loss of someone, plus 

other concerns. Additional information, contact Jerry @ 814.504.3566 or Pr. Karen.  
 

Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:00p:  Please consider joining. You’ll find rehearsals go by quickly, 

and there are a lot of laughs! Ability to READ MUSIC not NECESSARY! 
 

KAFP Project Dignity: Item for October ~ hair care products. Basket in “cry room” for donations. 
 

 

 

Altar Flowers: Anyone who wishes to donate flowers for Sunday worship, the weekly sign-up sheet and 

request form are on the table in the narthex. Arrangements - 20.00 each. Place the completed request 

form and payment in the offering plate or to the office at least two weeks, but no less than one week 

prior to your chosen Sunday. 
 

 

Office Hours: Mon & -Tue 9:30a-3:30p, Wed 9:30a-12:30p. If office is not staffed, leave a message, 

your call will be returned. For immediate pastoral assistance, call Pastor Karen at 814-881-3266. Pastor 

is in the office on Tuesdays @ 10:00a or by appointment. 

          CURRENT FUND REPORT 
  September Income: $ 4,147.42     Year to Date Income: $87,820.26 

          September Expenses: $ 8,477.15     Year to Date Expenses: $91,011.17 

      September Difference: $-4,329.73 Year to date Difference:$-3,190.91 

  Year to Date Budget: $93,872.22                                                          

                           

WORSHIP LEADERS ~ OCTOBER 30,2022 
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Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 

                          2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 –  

Pastor Karen Parsh -814.881.3266 pastorparsh@gmail.com 

Office: ahadministrator@hotmail.com 814.868.8685 
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