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Second Sunday of Epiphany   

                                  Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 

January 15, 2023  
Rev. Karen Parsh 814.881.3266 pastorparsh@gmail.com 

2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 – ahadministrator@hotmail.com 
814.868.8685 - www.abidinghopeerie.org – FB: abidinghopelutheranchurch 

 

 
 

              

PRELUDE ~ 10:30a Adult Choir: O Bless the Lord  
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit call us together as the people of God 

 

 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, 

our life and our salvation.  Amen. 
 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess 
our sin.    
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be 
messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our 
joy, our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our 

neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal life 
in you. Amen. 

 Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on 

Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world and the one anointed by 

the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ 

revealed among us in word and meal. We go forth 

to invite others to come and worship the Holy One 

and to receive the gifts of grace and peace made 

known among us. 
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Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, 

for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN ~ 8:30a ELW 715 Christ Be Our Light vs. 1,3,5    
                                10:30a Here I Am to Worship   pg. 15-16 

 
 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
HYMN of PRAISE 
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PRAYER of the DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let’s Pray Together 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us 
forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully 
serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

                                                WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

 

Please be seated.    

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7 
    1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

The LORD called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb  
he named me. 2He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of 
his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me 
away. 3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for 
nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward 
with my God.” 
    5And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I 
am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength 
6he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as  
a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
    7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one 
deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall 
see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of 
the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.     Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM: 40:1-11  8:30 Sung in Unison              Tone 11 

                          10:30 Sung Responsively   
 

1I waited patiently up- | on the LORD, 
who stooped to me and | heard my cry. 
 2The LORD lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the | miry clay, 
  and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my | footing sure.  
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3The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our God; 
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust | in the LORD. 
 4Happy are they who trust | in the LORD! 
  They do not turn to enemies or to those who | follow lies.  
5Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God! In your plans for 
us, none can be com- | pared with you! Oh, that I could make them known 
and tell them! But they are more than | I can count. 
 6Sacrifice and offering you do | not desire; 
  you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you 
have | not required.  
7And so I said, “Here I | am; I come. 
In the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of me: 
 8‘I love to do your will, | O my God; 
  your law is | deep within me.’ ” 
9I proclaimed righteousness in the | great assembly; 
I have not restrained my lips, O | LORD, you know. 
 10I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken 
   of your faithfulness and | your deliverance; I have not concealed   
   your steadfast love and truth from the | great assembly. 
 11You are the LORD; do not withhold your compas- | sion from me; 
 may your steadfast love and your truth continually| keep me safe.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 
brother Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those 
who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 

Gospel Acclamation    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 1:29-42 

The holy gospel according to, John Chapter 1.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!30This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this 
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I 
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water 
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have 
testified that this is the Son of God.”  
     35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as 
he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  
37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When 
Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came 
and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It 
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John 
speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found 
his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is 
translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is 
translated Peter). 
 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
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Please be seated. 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ ELW 336  Lamb of God 
 

Installation of Council Members 
 
Dear Christian friends: Baptized into the priesthood of Christ, we all are 
called to offer ourselves to the Lord of the Church in Thanksgiving for what 
he has done and continues to do for us. It is our privilege to recognize and 
support those who are engaged in the work of this congregation, especially 
those in the ministry of our Church Council. 
The following persons, having been elected (by the congregation) to the 
positions of leadership, are asked to come forward as their offices and 
names are read. Andy Saska, Penny Gresh, Analee Cree, Dave Cunning, 
John Holmberg, Lois Kuhns, Michele Rion, Rich Filson, Carol Korn,  
Pat Wenzel.  
In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin and death and 
made you members of his Church. Through Word and Sacrament you have 
been nurtured in faith. I ask you, together with all who are here gathered, 
to confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we are baptized. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
    I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
St. Paul writes: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same 
Spirit gives them. There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is 
served. There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God 
gives to everyone ability for particular service. The Spirit's presence is 
shown in some way in each person, for the good of all. (1 Cor. 12:4-7) 
You have been elected to, positions of leadership and trust in his 

congregation.  
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To Council: 

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith reflect 
him in whose name we gather. You are to work together with other 
members to see that' the worship and work of Christ are done in this 
congregation and that God's will is done in this community and in the whole 
world. You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving, that the one 
Lord who empowers you is glorified. You are to be examples of faith active 
in love, to help maintain the life and harmony of this congregation. 
 

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Are you ready to 

accept and faithfully to r" 'n duties of the office to which you have been 

elected?    

If so, answer in unison:   Yes, by the help of God. 
 

Congregation please stand 

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and 
will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are 
baptized? 
 
If so, answer in unison:  Yes, by the help of God.  
 

To Council: 

I now declare you installed as officers/council members of this 
congregation. God bless you with his Holy Spirit, that you may prove 
faithful servants of Christ.   Amen 
 
Let Us Pray 
For all who offer themselves in your name, we give thanks, 0 God. 
Give them the joy of service, and constant care and guidance. Help 
us all to be both willing servants and thankful recipients of ministry, 
that your name be glorified, your people live in peace, and your will 
be done; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
Special thanks to outgoing members, Judi Pacileo and Lon Jenkins. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. A brief silence. 
Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of 
your faithfulness, sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the 
earth. Bless the witness of missionaries. Merciful God, 
    receive our prayer. 
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The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s 
waters: protect them from pollution, support plants and animals who 
depend on them, and bring rain in places of drought. Guide us in protecting 
local waterways and in responding to devastating floods. Merciful God, 
    receive our prayer. 
In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Show your mercy to all nations. Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing 
bodies with righteousness; equip judges with discernment and compassion. 
Merciful God, 
    receive our prayer. 
You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and 
communities suffering violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in 
the shadow of your hand and make us signs of your faithfulness to all in 

need. We pray especially for: especially:  Don & Skip, Ed T. Dave P, Judy, 
Karri, Sandy, Trudy & Christian, Jo, Sally & Matt, Sharron, Esther, John, 
Emily, Dick & Diana, Don & June, Norma, the Gresh Family, Nicole, Sam & 
Dorothy, Judi, Karen, Ruth, Don F, Carrie, Evelyn, Joyce, Jack & Marjorie, 
Roger & Irene. Merciful God, 
    receive our prayer. 
You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King 
Jr., give us bold trust in you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or 
polished arrow, give us courage to receive your call to repentance and racial 
justice. Merciful God, 

    receive our prayer. 
In every place and time, you have sanctified your people. We praise you for 
the testimony of those who have died in the faith. Strengthen us as we wait 
for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Merciful God, 
    receive our prayer. 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 
power revealed in Christ crucified.   Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 
                                                                   

                                                  MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated   

PRESENTATION of GIFTS 
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Please stand. 

OFFERTORY HYMN ~ 8:30a Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN ~ 10:30a ELW 292     We Are an Offering 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts 
we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and 
gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with 
all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living 
God. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through 
whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes again to 
judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING at the TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection,  
and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion 
we may know the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

INVITATION to COMMUNION 
Glory to God in the highest!   Come to the table of peace. 
 

 

At Abiding Hope all believers are welcome to share Holy Communion at the table of 
the Lord. After receiving the bread, (gluten free) you may receive wine from the 

chalice poured into individual glasses or you may choose pre-poured grape juice (in 
center of tray) as an alternative.   
 

 

Please be seated 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
 
 

 

LAMB of GOD 
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Please be seated.  

COMMUNION HYMNS ~ 8:30a ELW 696 Jesus Calls Us     
                                    10:30a ELW 483 Here is Bread,    
                                                               We Will Glorify   pg.17 
PASTORAL BLESSING   

May the body and blood of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep 

you in his grace. Amen.      
  
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with 
gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send 
us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good 
news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING HYMNS ~ 8:30a ELW 324   Arise, Your Light Has Come! 
                               10:30a ELW 715  Christ Be Our Light  vs.1,3,5 
 

BLESSING 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the 

Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.   
Thanks be to God.      
 

POSTLUDE 
 
GOSPEL MESSAGE – See for Yourself 
Sometimes you just have to experience something for yourself in order to understand 
its true impact. It’s just not the same to listen to someone else describe the rich 
flavors of an extravagant meal or list reasons a choral piece was so moving to its 
listeners. Few words are adequate to describe a magnificent sunset. A sticky 
summer’s day, the bitter chill of winter, the palpable excitement that builds inside a 
sports stadium—sometimes you just have to be there to really understand what it’s 
like. Perhaps to some extent this is true of our faith too. “Come and see,” Jesus tells 
two of John’s disciples (John 1:39). Come and see for yourself where Jesus resides. 
Take a risk. Jump in. These words echo across time and space, offering us an 
invitation as well. Every week we are invited to come and see where God dwells. Not 
only that, but we are invited to taste, to hear, to touch. We are invited to feast on 
the bread of communion, to hear ancient words of promise, to splash in the waters 
of baptism. We are invited to raise our hands, hearts, and voices in praise. Perhaps 
we are invited to bear witness to the power of digital community that unites us 
across time and space. We are invited to follow Christ’s call into worship with our 
bodies as well as our souls. We are invited to let ourselves be surprised by whom and 
what we encounter. Finally, we are invited to listen for Christ’s voice as we leave 
the worship space and search out God’s presence in the world. Where is God inviting 
you to come and see? Where might Christ already be dwelling among you? 
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Gathering Hymn ~ 10:30a   Here I Am to Worship   

                      
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

continued  
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Holy Communion ~ 10:30a    We Will Glorify 
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PARISH NOTES ~ January 15, 2023 
 

This morning’s flowers are given to the Glory of God, 
In Memory of Mary Cree on her 97th Birthday, 

from John, Analee and Cree Family  
 

 

 

       Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God, 
                   In Memory of Gordon and Mark Wunch, from Carol Wunch 

 

Bible class this morning @ 9:30a 
 

Confirmation Class this morning at St. Paul’s, 10:15a  
Next Sunday, January 22 at Abiding Hope, 10:15a 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting, Coffee Hour 
Sunday, January 29 @ 9:30 

 
Please pray for:  Don & Skip Kleckner, Ed Tropper, Dave Parsh, Judy Johnston, Karri 
Pacileo, Donna Klakamp, Sandy Pacileo, Trudy & Christian Mueller, Jo Critchfield, 
Sally & Matt Zill, Sharron Sontheimer, Esther Klakamp, John Litzel, Don & June 
Morey, Diana & Dick Stoker, Emily Stoker, Roger & Irene Owens, Norma Squire,  
the Gresh family, Nicole Woomer, Sam & Dorothy Elder, Karen Shick, Ruth Hinkson, 
Don Fuller, Judi Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, and 
Joyce Hersperger. 
 

[Wednesday, January 18: The Prayer Warrior Group, led by Jerry Vogt and Pastor 
Karen, meet at 1:00pm in the sanctuary. Consider to join in to pray for our nation 
and the world in crisis, those affected by illness or are grieving the loss of someone, 
plus other concerns. Contact Jerry @ 814.504.3566 or Pr. Karen with any 
questions.   
 

 

Thursday, January 19: To start out the new year, Ladies Night Out will meet at 
5:30p, Syd’s Place, West Lake Rd (just past Peninsula Dr.) Join in for a fun night of 
good food, conversation and definitely LAUGHS. Please RSVP by tomorrow, Jan 16 
to Carolyn Hayes at 814-464-3625 or Nancy Cunning at 814-833-3109 to RSVP and to 
let us know if you need a ride. Drivers and riders will meet at AH at 5:00. All ladies 
are welcome. 
 

Saturday, January 21: Men’s breakfast, a casual get together for conversation, 
at 9:00a, Pano’s Restaurant, West 38th (across from Valu Home Center). ALL 
men of the congregation are welcome. 
 
 

Sunday, January 29: Abiding Hope council has designated each 5th Sunday as a time 
for members to contribute financial support to help meet the needs of a hungry 
world. Envelopes are available in the pews for cash and check donations. If using a 
check, make it payable to Abiding Hope, indicating ELCA World Hunger in the memo 
line, and place your gift in the offering plate.   Thank you for your generosity. 
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Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 6:00p:  Ability to READ MUSIC not NECESSARY!  
Please join us!      
  

WINTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE: Sunday’s, two Holy Communion services @ 8:30a & 
10:30a. The 10:30a service will live-stream on Facebook and then post to the AHLC 
web page. Please check parish notes or our web site for any changes to times for 
worship or bible study. Check newsletter, parish notes, weekly reminder email. 
 

KAFP Project Dignity: Items for January: deodorant. There is a basket in the “cry 
room”. 
 
 

Altar Flowers: Anyone who wishes to donate flowers for Sunday worship, weekly 
sign-up sheet and request forms are on the table in narthex. Arrangements-$20.00 
each. Place the completed form and payment in the offering plate, or to the office 
at least two weeks, no less than one, prior to your chosen Sunday. 
 

Office Hours: Monday January 16, 12:30-5:00p 
  
 

Office Hours: Mon & Tue 9:30a-3:30p, Wed 9:30a-12:30p. If the office is not 
staffed, leave a message, your call will be returned. For immediate pastoral 
assistance, call Pastor Karen, 814-881-3266. Pastor is in the office on Tuesdays @ 
10:00a or by appointment. 
 

       CURRENT FUND REPORT 

December Income:    $  9,967.50 Year to Date Income:     $111,275.11 
December Expenses: $12,213.73 Year to Date Expenses:  $128,022.63 
December Difference:$-2,246.23   Year to date Difference: $ -16,747.52 
 

        Year to Date Budget:  $124,449 
 

           Worship Leaders ~ January 15, 2023 

2nd Sun of Epiphany 8:30AM 10:30AM  

Videographer X Andy Saska 

Greeter/Coffee Mary Randall Judi Pacileo 

Lector/Prayers Rick Penn Jeanne Tropper 

Comm Assist/cups Analee Cree Judi Pacileo 

Comm. Assist/wine Lois Kuhns Jeanne Tropper 

Communion tray Lon Jenkins Nancy Cunning 

Presenter Mary Randall Michele Rion 

Presenter volunteer Kayla Miller 

Usher Mike Paris Rick Penn 

Usher Lon Jenkins Andy Saska 

Counters                                  Penny Gresh/ Dave Cunning 
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