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      Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost ~ September 4, 2022                                   

                        Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 
Pastor:  Rev. Karen Parsh - 814.881.3266 – pastorparsh@gmail.com  

2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 – ahadministrator@hotmail.com  
814.868.8685 - www.abidinghopeerie.org – FB: abidinghopelutheranchurch  

                                    

                          

 PRELUDE   
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ This morning, we welcome Rick Penn 

 as Lay Minister and Howard Lyon as substitute organist. 
 

GATHERING  

     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS                                                                 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. 

Save us from ourselves 

and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. Amen. 
  

GATHERING HYMN ~ ELW 660   Lift High the Cross   v.1, 4 

 

 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we 

might be helped by translating Paul’s request to 

Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my 

heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company 

and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 

recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, 

we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose 

life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
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GREETING                                                                                                                                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
   

 

HYMN of PRAISE ~ Sing of the Lord’s Goodness   v. 1, 4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

PRAYER of the DAY                                                                         
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. Let’s Pray Together.    

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 

continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring 

us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Please be seated 
  

WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

 

15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, 

walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and 

become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 

possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other 

gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 

that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against 

you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and 

your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that 

means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to 

your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 
 

The word of the Lord           Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: 1                        Response Spoken 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seat of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,  

with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
 

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21 
      1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and co-

worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 3Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.4When I remember you in my 

prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward 

the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all 

the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 

love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 8For this 

reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal 

to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ 

Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my 

imprisonment.                                                                                                                                cont’d  
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    11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending 

him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of 

service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel;  
14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be 

voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a 

while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved 

brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has wronged 

you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own 

hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have 

this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am 

writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

The word of the Lord           Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand 
PP 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~     Thy Word   refrain, v.1, refrain   hymn attached pg. 7 

GOSPEL: Luke 14: 25-33 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 14.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

    25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them,26“Whoever comes 

to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even 

life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, 

to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not 

able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not 

able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and 

consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 

thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for 

the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your 

possessions.” 
 

Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ.     
 

Please be seated   

SERMON    

 

HYMN of the DAY ~ ELW 798     Will You Come and Follow Me   v. 1,4,5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for 

the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the hearts of 

your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our partnerships 

in the faith. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will yield fruit 

this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country, and 

for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens who make 

decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food 

insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your care 

especially, Ernie, Ray, Christine, Emily, Pat, Dick & Diane, Lew & Jane, Roger & Irene, Norma, Nicole, 

Sam & Dorothy, Judi, Karen, Milo, Ruth, Don, Judy, Carrie, Evelyn, Joyce, Jack & Marjorie.  

God of Grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that they glorify 

your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many vocations for the sake of 

the world. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors. Give us faith, like them, to love you 

with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all 

our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you 

 
 

 

Please be seated                                               

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

OFFERING HYMN ~ ELW 692   We Are an Offering                     
 

OFFERING PRAYER ~ Please pray together. 

 Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together 

to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into 

your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.   Amen.  
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PRAYERS of DISTRIBUTION   
(At this service of worship, we receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion through the distribution of 

the elements blessed at a previous celebration. Our Lay Distributors of Holy Communion were 

selected by the congregational council, received instruction, and were appointed by our synodical 

bishop. They will serve this congregation during times of pastoral vacancy so that we may continue to 

receive communion as Christ’s body here at Abiding Hope Lutheran Church.) 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

LAMB of GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated.   

 

COMMUNION HYMN ~ ELW 471   Let Us Break Bread Together 
 

 

BLESSING                                                                                                                                        

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen  
 

 

SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   

SENDING HYMN ~ ELW 325   I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
 

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTULDE  
 

From Sundays/Seasons.com. Copyright ©2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. CCLI 11354605-A. Copyright ©2022 One License, 

LLC. All rights reserved. WOV copyright ©1995 Augsburg Press 
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  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~   Thy Word               
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GOSPEL MESSAGE ~ The Fine Print of Discipleship 

A lot can go wrong in our lives. If you ever have any doubts, just read the fine print in a contract, 

where every worst-case scenario is spelled out. Sometimes we appreciate having those challenges 

hidden away. When we are jumping into something new, it may be easier to take the leap if we don’t 

dwell too much on what can go wrong. But that’s not the approach Jesus takes when describing the 

commitment of discipleship. Instead, he uses big, bold terms to emphasize the struggles and conflicts 

ahead. Discipleship with him will mean taking up a cross. It will mean confronting our most deeply held 

commitments—our possessions, relationships, and identities. In fact, the cross at the center of 

discipleship will be so burdensome that it will seem impossible to shoulder. Jesus’ words might scare 

us off if we miss the other half of the agreement. He doesn’t ask us to carry our cross alone. He will 

be with us as a partner who has already taken the journey from death to resurrected life. In 

discipleship, Christ leads us and brings the power of God to meet our challenges. Yes, Christ will call 

us to share the pain of his cross. He will call us to die to old habits, stuck ways of thinking, and 

broken relationships. But he will also share with us the victory of his cross and the power to rise to 

new life.  At baptism, we were marked with the cross of Christ forever. That cross marks all of the 

deaths we will face, but it also marks the beginning of an eternal life with God. Every time we gather 

in Christian worship, we participate once more in Christ’s journey from death to life. Around the 

table, we gather as Christ’s disciples, sharing the overwhelming burden of his cross but also its even 

more abundant victory. Here, our crosses are transformed by the community in which they are held 

and by Christ, who leads our way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   PARISH NOTES ~ September 4, 2022 

  Please pray for: Ernie Robinson, Ray Slavinski, Pat Kerr, Don & June Morey, Jan Huebler, 

Dick & Diane Stoker, Christine and Emily Stoker, Ed Tropper, Lew & Jane Penna, Roger & Irene 

Owens, Norma Squire, the Gresh family, Nicole Woomer,  Sam & Dorothy Elder, Judy Nordin, 

Karen Shick, Milo Mariotti, Ruth Hinkson, Don Fuller, Judi Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger, Jack 

& Marjorie Wonner, and Joyce Hersperger. 

 

[WORSHIP SUMMER SCHEDULE:  One service @ 9:30a until Sunday, September 11. Both 

8:30a & 10:30a worship will return on Sunday, September 18. The 9:30a service will live-stream 

on Facebook and then post to the AHLC web page. Please check parish notes or our web site for 

any time changes. 
 

 

Office Hours: Mon & -Tue 9:30a-3:30p, Wed 9:30a-12:30p. If office is not staffed, leave a message, 

your call will be returned. For immediate pastoral assistance, call Pastor Karen at 814-881-3266. 

Pastor is in the office on Tuesdays @ 10:00a or by appointment. 

ERIE GIVES:  THANK YOU!  to the 36 donors who gave $26,630 to AHLC.  6.01% was added to 

donations by check and 3.39% was added to donations by credit card (-2.62% card processing 

fees).  That computed to $1,584.91. With matching funds, gave us a total of $28,214.91 !   
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Tuesday, September 6: Holy Trinity Lutheran food ministries will begin resuming their regular 

schedule of Tuesday evening dinners, and Wednesday and Saturday lunches. They need volunteers to 

help prepare and serve these meals each week, as well as people to act as coordinators/leaders for 

the different days.  The cooking team on Tuesday’s begins preparing food 2p-3p each week. Dinner 

served 5:10-5:45p, followed by clean-up. Wednesday and Saturday’s cooking team begins preparing 

food at 10:30a, lunch is 12N-12:30p followed by clean-up.  If you care to volunteer for any week, 

please contact the Holy Trinity office  @ (814) 452-3518 or email: holytrinityerie@yahoo.com. 
 

Wednesday, September 7, 12noon: Senior monthly gatherings resume with Sandra Jones as our 

guest. Sandra will speak about “Devotion in our Daily Lives”. Bring your own brown bag lunch and enjoy 

the afternoon.   
 

Wednesday, September 7, 6:00p: Choir rehearsals will resume. Now is the time for all of you who 

are “on the fence” to take the leap! We would love to grow in numbers and think you will find that 

rehearsal goes by quickly, and we laugh a lot, too! Ability to READ MUSIC not NECESSARY! 
 

Sunday, September 11, 9:30a: A REMBERANCE SERVICE for the victims of 9/11 and a 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE for OUR FIRST RESPONDERS so we may pray together for all those who 

lost their lives and for the people who place their lives on the line to make ours more secure. If there 

is anyone in the congregation that is now or in the past served as a firefighter, law enforcement 

officer, paramedic, EMT, a Doctor or Nurse, please call the office 814.868.8685 or email 

ahadministratior@hotmail.com to let us know. 
 

Thursday, September 15: Ladies Night Out at Torero’s Mexican Restaurant. The ladies will meet 

@ 5:30p for an evening of dinner, laughs and good conversation. Torero’s is on Douglas Dr. off Peach 

St. south of Lowe’s and north of the Home Depot area.  RSVP by September 12th to Jacque 

Holmberg, 814.490-4470. If you need a ride or can be a driver, please let Jacque know. Divers/riders 

meet at AH - 5:00p. All ladies are welcome. 
 

Saturday, September 17:  Men of the congregation are invited to join the “Men’s Only” monthly 

breakfast, 9:00a @ Panos’s, W. 38th across from Valu Home Center.  
 

 

Sunday, September 18: The worship schedule will return to 8:30a & 10:30a. At 10:30a there will 

be a REVIVAL of the SPIRIT WORSHIP. An up-lifting good old-time religion service to sing, pray 

and rededicate ourselves to faith. Sheryl Williams will share some favorite revival type hymns and 

Pastor Karen has a “give yourself” to Jesus kind of sermon. On-going Bible Classes also begin this 

morning between services @ 9:30a. All are welcome.  Come any week(s) you chose. 
 

Sunday, September 18: Confirmation Classes will begin after 10:30 service @ 11:30a. This year, 

Abiding Hope is partnering with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Classes will alternate between churches 

for programming to learn about Christ and to grow relationships with one another. 
 

Tuesday September 20: An all new “Prayer Warrior” group, led by new member Jerry Vogt and 

Pastor Karen will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the sanctuary to pray for our nation and 

the world in crisis, those affected by illness or grieving the loss of someone, plus other concerns. 

Time to be determined. Additional information, contact Jerry @ 814.504.3566 or Pr. Karen.  
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Sunday, September 25: Crop Walk 2022 is the 47th year to help fight hunger in Erie and in the 

world. Last year Erie ranked #1 in PA. Pastor Karen is walking with the confirmands and is looking for 

others to join them. Registration: 1:30p Walk: 200p @ Beach 1 pavilion. Please contact Analee if 

interested in walking, to sponsor a walker or to donate.   
 

Project Dignity: September item ~ Paper products. A basket is in “cry room” for donations. 
  
 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers: Anyone who wishes to donate flowers for Sunday worship, the weekly sign-up sheet 

and request form are on the table in the narthex. Arrangements - 20.00 each. Place the completed 

request form and payment in the offering plate or to the office at least two weeks, but no less than 

one week prior to your chosen Sunday. 
 

 

Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God, 

 In Memory of Gordon and Mark Wunch, from Carol Wunch  

 
 

           

 

                 CURRENT FUND REPORT 
               

                                  August Income:   $31,897.91     Year to Date Income:      $83,672.84 

                     August Expenses: $10,273.36     Year to Date Expenses:   $82,532.02 

              August Difference: $21,624.55     Year to date Difference: $ 1,138.82 

                         Year to Date Budget: $ 83,904.96 

 
 
 
                                                          

                          WORSHIP LEADERS ~ September 4, 2022 ~ 9:30am 
 

 

Videographer Analee Cree 

Greeter/Coffee Mary Randall 

Lector/Prayers Lon Jenkins 

LD/ wafers Ed Whitbred 

LD/ wine Carol Whitbred 

Comm tray 

glasses/juice Analee Cree 

Empty comm tray Carol Korn 

Usher Andy Saska 

Usher John Holmberg 

Counters Lois Kuhns/Andy Saska 

 

 

 

 

 


