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       Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost ~ September 11, 2022                                   

     Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 
Pastor:  Rev. Karen Parsh - 814.881.3266 – pastorparsh@gmail.com  

2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 – ahadministrator@hotmail.com  
814.868.8685 - www.abidinghopeerie.org – FB: abidinghopelutheranchurch  

                                                 

         

 PRELUDE   
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS ~ 
 

GATHERING  

     The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS                                                                 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. 

Save us from ourselves 

and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. Amen. 
  

 

GATHERING HYMN ~ ELW 597   My Hope is Built      v.1,4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be 

managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is 

crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. 

“Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a 

ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we 

have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor 

we have everything we need. 
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GREETING                                                                                                                                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
   

 

HYMN of PRAISE ~ Sing of the Lord’s Goodness   v. 1, 4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

PRAYER of the DAY                                                                         
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. Let’s Pray Together.    

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet 

from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated 
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WORD  

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7 
 

4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5saying,  

“When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer 

wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false 

balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of 

the wheat.” 7The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 

 

The word of the Lord           Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Psalm: 113                        Response Spoken 
1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 

  praise the name of the LORD. 

 2Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 

 from this time forth forevermore. 
3From the rising of the sun to its| going down 

let the name of the LORD be praised. 

 4The LORD is high above all nations; 

 God’s glory above the heavens.  
5Who is like the LORD our God, 

who sits enthroned on high, 

 6but stoops to behold 

 the heavens and the earth? 
7The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 

and lifts up the poor from the ashes, 

 8enthroning them with the rulers, 

 with the rulers of the people. 

 9The LORD makes the woman of a childless house 

 to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!  

 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
    1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 

everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires 

everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also 

one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a ransom 

for all—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am 

telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

The word of the Lord           Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 
 

PP 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~     Thy Word                     hymn attached pg.9   
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GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 16.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 

brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, 

‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you 

cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my 

master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to 

beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me 

into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much 

do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 

sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, 

‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master 

commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are 

more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, 

make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 

welcome you into the eternal homes. 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; 

and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been 

faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not 

been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve 

two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”  

 

 Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ.     
 

Please be seated   

SERMON    

 

HYMN of the DAY ~ O God, Our Hopes Were Shattered         -Carolyn Winfrey Gillette       
 

O God, our hearts were shattered On that horrendous day; 

    We heard the news and gathered To grieve and then to pray. 

We cried to you and wondered, "Where did the violence start?" 

The world as we had known it Had just been torn apart. 

We heard of those who perished — Of heroes' sacrifice. 

We paused again to cherish The gifts of love and life. 

We worried for the future; We hugged our loved ones then. 

We cried, "Can peace be found here?" "We can't let terror win!" 

    Some sought to answer terror The only way they knew — 

With anger toward the stranger And calls for vengeance, too. 

Yet this is not your answer, Nor what you would create. 

May we live toward a future Where love will conquer hate. 

    God, give us faith and wisdom To be your healing hands; 

Give open minds that listen To truth from all your lands. 

Give strength to work for justice; Grant love that casts out fear. 

Then peace and not destruction Will be the victor here. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS of INTERCESSION 
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for 

the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. A brief silence. 

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those preparing for baptism or 

affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers, seminarians, and all those who share your good 

news with the world. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your creation. Show us how 

best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide those who work to develop sustainable 

practices. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and compassion so that all may 

live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the example of courageous leaders and safeguard the 

dignity of each person. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into economic and social 

systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency 

shelters.  Comfort, grant peace and strengthen those who suffer from illness: mental, emotional and 

physical, especially, John, Ernie, Christine, Emily, Pat, Dick & Diane, Lew & Jane, Don & June, 

 Roger & Irene, Norma, Nicole, Sam & Dorothy, Judi, Karen, Ruth, Don F, Judy, Carrie, Evelyn, Joyce, 

Jack & Marjorie. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance. Instruct us in the proper and 

faithful use of wealth and resources, that we share generously. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for the witness of those 

who have gone before us and bring us with them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace, 

    hear our prayer. 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all 

our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.      Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you 
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Please be seated                                    MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

OFFERING HYMN ~ ELW 692   We Are an Offering                     
 

OFFERING PRAYER ~ Please pray together. 

 Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 

become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into 

your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.   Amen.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord.                                                      

Let us give thanks to God.   It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body 

people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 

hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. 

When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child; When the Israelites were enslaved, you 

led them to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for 

healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. You entered our sorrows in Jesus our 

brother. He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite 

love, he granted the people your life. 
 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  Amen.                                                

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.  Amen.                                              

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen. 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. 

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.                                                                                                 

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of 

a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the 

Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

At Abiding Hope all believers are welcome to share Holy Communion at the table of the Lord. After 

receiving the bread, you may receive wine from the challis poured into individual glasses or you may 

choose pre-poured grape juice as an alternative. Gluten free wafers are also available upon request.  
   

COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.   

Amen  
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LAMB of GOD  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated.   

 

COMMUNION HYMN ~ ELW 793 Be Thou My Vision 
 

 

PASTORAL BLESSING 

May the body and blood of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. Amen.           
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER ~ Please pray together. 
We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home with us, bringing heaven to earth in this 

holy meal. Fill us with your Spirit as we go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to 

those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and bring to earth the presence of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING                                                                                                                                      

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen   

 
 

SENDING  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   
 

 

SENDING HYMN ~   ELW 890   Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 
 

 

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ Thy Word 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE ~   The Grace of Confusion 

In today’s gospel, Jesus tells a challenging parable about a dishonest steward that ends with an 

unsettling moral: “And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that 

when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes” (Luke 16:9). Is Jesus being ironic or 

sincere? Do the characters in the story somehow represent our relationship with God? Are we 

supposed to emulate the dishonest steward? This text is filled with questions. If you find Jesus’ 

words today perplexing, even baffling, don’t worry—you are in good company. Both the details of the 

parable itself and the lesson Jesus is drawing from it have vexed and puzzled generations of the best 

interpreters, theologians, and preachers. There are many plausible ways to explain what is happening 

and what it means for our lives as Christians that might be explored in your assembly today. At the 

same time, scriptures like this are a reminder that the life of discipleship does not always come with 

easy answers and neatly packaged meanings. The gospels frequently report moments when Jesus’ 

disciples simply could not understand what he was saying to them or profoundly misinterpreted his 

meaning. The value of the community you join today does not come from the perfect understandings 

of either the assembly or its leaders. It comes from the one who continues to speak even when we do 

not understand, who daily affirms God’s love for us through the waters of baptism, who offers his own 

body and blood at the table each week for those who are still struggling and learning what it means to 

be his disciples—and that includes all of us. In short, the value of the community you join today comes 

from a Lord committed to leading us as disciples, even when we are unclear of the way. 
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PARISH NOTES ~ September 11,2022 
 

COFFEE HOUR THIS MORNING FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

Hosted by Hospitality  
 

This week, the Altar flowers, are given to the Glory of God, 

In Honor of First Responders 

by Lon Jenkins 

 
 

 

  Please pray for: The family and friends of Marie Mccall. Also remember John Litzel, Ernie Robinson,  

Pat Kerr, Don & June Morey,  Dick Stoker, Christine and Emily Stoker, Ed Tropper, Lew & Jane Penna, 

Roger & Irene Owens,  Norma Squire, the Gresh family, Nicole Woomer,   Sam & Dorothy Elder, 

Judy Nordin, Karen Shick,  Ruth Hinkson, Don Fuller, Judi Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger,  

Jack & Marjorie Wonner, and Joyce Hersperger. 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: September 18, both the 8:30a & 10:30a service will resume. On Going   

BIBLE CLASSES also resume between services @ 9:30a. All are welcome.  The 10:30a service will 

live-stream on Facebook and then post to the AHLC web page. Please check parish notes or our web 

site for any changes to times for worship or bible classes.  
 

This evening @ 7:00p: Zoom meeting for parents of Confirmands. 
 

Office Hours: Mon & -Tue 9:30a-3:30p, Wed 9:30a-12:30p. If office is not staffed, leave a message, 

your call will be returned. For immediate pastoral assistance, call Pastor Karen at 814-881-3266. 

Pastor is in the office on Tuesdays @ 10:00a or by appointment. 
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Wednesday, September 14, 6:00p: Choir rehearsal. Now is the time for all of you who are “on the 

fence” to take the leap! We would love to grow in numbers and think you will find that rehearsal goes 

by quickly, and we laugh a lot, too! Ability to READ MUSIC not NECESSARY! 
 

 

Saturday, September 17:  Men of the congregation are invited to join the “Men’s Only” monthly 

breakfast, 9:00a @ Panos’s, W. 38th across from Valu Home Center.  
 

Saturday, September 17, Clean up Shades Beach: All local Lutherans are invited by the Erie 

Conference to participate at this site for Coastal Cleanup Day beginning @ 9:30a. Supplies will be 

provided. Bring your self, friends, family and show your love for our lakeshore. Contact Pr. Jean 

Kuebler @ Faith Lutheran for more information. 
 

 

Sunday, September 18: At the 10:30a service there will be a REVIVAL of the SPIRIT 

WORSHIP. An up-lifting good old-time religion service to sing, pray and rededicate ourselves to 

faith. Sheryl Williams will share some favorite revival type hymns and Pastor Karen has a “give 

yourself” to Jesus kind of sermon. On-going Bible Classes also begin this morning between services 

@ 9:30a. All are welcome.  Come any week(s) you chose. 
 

Sunday, September 18: Confirmation Classes will begin after 10:30 service @ 11:30a. This year, 

Abiding Hope is partnering with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Classes will alternate between churches 

for programming to learn about Christ and to grow relationships with one another. 
 

Tuesday September 20: An all new “Prayer Warrior” group, led by new member Jerry Vogt and 

Pastor Karen will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the sanctuary to pray for our nation and 

the world in crisis, those affected by illness or grieving the loss of someone, plus other concerns. 

Time to be determined. Additional information, contact Jerry @ 814.504.3566 or Pr. Karen.  
 

Sunday, September 25: Family Town Hall Meeting between services @ 9:30a.  Enjoy coffee & 

goodies and bring your questions, concerns and your ideas for AHLC.  
 

 

Sunday, September 25: Crop Walk 2022 is the 47th year to help fight hunger in Erie and in the 

world. Last year Erie ranked #1 in PA. Pastor Karen is walking with the confirmands and is looking for 

others to join them. Registration: 1:30p Walk: 200p @ Beach 1 pavilion. Please contact Analee if 

interested in walking, to sponsor a walker or to donate.   
 

A Thank You to our congregation was received from Ryan Ebner for all that our congregational 

members did to comfort family/friends at the memorial service and luncheon for his mother, Kathy. 

Thirty-one AH members, through donations and/or hands-on service, actively ministered to 

approximately 85 guests for the bereavement meal.  To all that help …Thank You! -Jacque Holmberg 

 

So MANY school supplies! Thank you to everyone who donated items to this Thrivent Action Team 

activity.  Boxes and bags of glue, scissors, markers, calculators, backpacks, etc. were delivered to 

Millcreek Township School District to distribute to needy students. 
 
 

KAFP Project Dignity: August item ~ cleaning products. Basket in “cry room” for your donation. 

 

Bethany Outreach: Doing some wardrobe cleaning out and updating?  Remember your gently used 

clothing, shoes, household items, toys, children's items can be donated.  All items are given out 

without charge. Thank you for your continued support. Analee Cree -814-397-6168.     
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Altar Flowers: Anyone who wishes to donate flowers for Sunday worship, the weekly sign-up sheet 

and request form are on the table in the narthex. Arrangements - 20.00 each. Place the completed 

request form and payment in the offering plate or to the office at least two weeks, but no less than 

one week prior to your chosen Sunday. 
 

 

Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God, 

 In Memory of Gordon and Mark Wunch, from Carol Wunch  

 
 

           

 

                  CURRENT FUND REPORT 
                       August Income:      $31,897.91         Year to Date Income:       $83,627.84 

                          August Expenses:    $10,273.36        Year to Date Expenses:    $82,532.02 

                          August Difference: $21.624.55         Year to date Difference: $   1,138.82 

                                                           Year to Date Budget: $ 83,904.96 
 
                                                          

                           

 

WORSHIP LEADERS ~ September 11, 2022 ~ 9:30am 
 

 

     Videographer  Penny Gresh 

     Greeter/Coffee June Morey 

     Lector/Prayers       Jeanne Tropper 

     Comm Assist/cups Analee Cree 

     Comm. Assist/wine Penny Gresh 

     Communion tray        Jacque Holmberg 

     Presenter Michele Rion 

     Presenter                  Sally Zill 

     Usher     John Holmberg 

     Usher                   Lon Jenkins 

 


